
Lifespan/Development Cross-Cutting Theme 
 
Faculty and students affiliated with this theme have a broad view of development, and conduct 
research on developmental life stages and transitions from early childhood through older 
adulthood in both healthy and pathological populations.  Researchers working on this theme 
examine the basic mechanisms that underlie development across the lifespan, as well as the 
myriad ways in which individual and environmental factors can shape developmental outcomes 
both within and across cognitive, interpersonal, neurological, and health-related domains. 
Several department members affiliated with this theme also share an interest in developing 
targeted, developmentally-sensitive interventions for children, adolescents, and adults to 
optimize clinical, cognitive, social, health and neurobiological functioning throughout the 
lifespan.  Faculty and students affiliated with this theme are interested in questions such as: 
 
● How do everyday stressors, major life events, and chronic strains affect emotional 

well-being, cognitive function, and physical health across the lifespan? 
● What are the early antecedents and risk factors for the development of internalizing 

psychopathology for children, adolescents and emerging adults? 
● How do parent- and family-level stressors shape the emergence of emotional and behavioral 

problems in children and adolescents? 
● How do prenatal stress and health behaviors influence maternal, fetal, and infant health? 
● How do social challenges differ and emerge across childhood in the context of both typical 

development and neurodevelopmental disorders? 
● How do age-related cognitive changes affect the ability to encode and remember everyday 

events?  
● How does the ability to remember information in social settings change with age? 
● How do negative attitudes toward older adults affect the health, social and cognitive 

well-being, and longevity of older individuals?  
● What behavioral and brain mechanisms contribute to cognitive decline in neurodegenerative 

disorders such as Parkinson's disease? 
● How does competence in romantic relationships develop over time? 
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