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Attitudes and Behavior," January 1974-December 1975.

Principal Investigator: National Science Foundation, "Cross-Modal Analysis of Political
Judgment," January 1976-December 1977.

Principal Investigator: National Science Foundation, "The Experimental Analysis of
Political Concepts," January 1978-December 1980.

Principal Investigator: National Science Foundation, "The Measurement and Structural
Modeling of Electoral Behavior," January 1981-December 1982.

Principal Investigator: National Science Foundation, "Modeling Stereotyping and
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Model of Political Beliefs, Attitudes, and Behavior.” In David Redlawsk [Ed.] Feeling Politics”
Emotion in Political Information Processing. Palgrave Macmillan, N.Y., N.Y. 2006, 11-30.
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Psychophysiology,1979,16,5, 452-462.

Bastedo, R. and Lodge, M. "The Meaning of Party Labels." Political Behavior, 1980, 2,

5



3, 287-308.
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Van Doorn, L., Saris, W.E., and Lodge, M. "Discrete or Continuous Measurement: What
Difference Does it Make?" Kwantitatieve Methoden, 1983, 10, 104-120.

Sharp, C. and Lodge, M. "Partisan and Ideological Belief Systems: Do They Differ?"
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Thomas Palfrey (eds.). Experimental Foundations of Political Science. Ann Arbor, University of
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Lavine Howard; Lodge Milton; Freitas Kate [2005] “Threat, Authoritarianism, and
Selective Exposure to Information.” Political Psychology, 26, 2, pp: 219-244.

Lodge, Milton, and Charles Taber.[2005] “The Automaticity of Affect for Political
Candidates, Parties, and Issues: Experimental Tests of the Hot Cognition Hypothesis.” Political
Psychology, 26,3: 455-482.

Burdein, Inna, Milton Lodge, and Charles Taber [2006]. Experiments on the
Automaticity of Political Beliefs and Attitudes. Political Psychology. 27, 3, 359-371.

Taber, Charles & Milton Lodge [2006]. “Motivated Skepticism in the Evaluation of
Political Leaders.” American Journal of Political Science, 50, 3, 755-769. Reprinted in Donald
Kinder and Thomas Palfrey (eds.). Experimental Foundations of Political Science. Ann Arbor,
University of Michigan Press, 1993.Reprinted in Critical Review, 24,2: 157-184. Reprinted in
Jeffery Friedman and Shterna Friedman (Eds.) Political Knowledge. Routledge, 2012: 348-371

Casino, Dan, Charles Taber, & Milton Lodge [2007]. “Information Processing and Public
Opinion.” Politische Vierteljahressscrift, 48, Jahrgang, June 2007, Heft 2, 205-220.

Kim, Sung-youn, Charles Taber, Milton Lodge. [2010] “A Computational Model of the
Citizen as Motivated Reasoner: Modeling the Dynamics of the 2000 Presidential Election.”
Political Behavior. 32 (1): 1-28.

Verhulst, Brad, Milton Lodge, and Howard Lavine. [2010]. “The Attractiveness Halo:
Why Some Candidates are Perceived More Favorably than Others.” Journal of Nonverbal
Behavior. 34,2: 111-117.

Strickland, April, Charles Taber, and Milton Lodge. [2011]. “Motivated Reasoning and
Public Opinion” Journal of Health Politics, Policy, and Law., 36 (6): 935- 944.

Erisen, Cengiz, Milton Lodge, and Charles Taber.[2014]. “Affective Contagion in
Political Thinking.” Political Psychology, 35, 2: 187-206.

Charles S. Taber and Milton Lodge. [2014]. Motivated Skepticism Revisited: The Scope
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Professor Bryan Jones, Department of Political Science, Washington University.

Shanto Iyengar, Department of Communications, Stanford University.

RECENT RESEARCH ACTIVITY

Supported by NSF Grants in 2003 —2005 [with Charles Taber Co-Principal Investigator] I
have continued work developing a dual-process model of political beliefs, attitudes, and
behavior. This model essentially makes the claim that all thinking, feeling, reasoning, and action
has an automatic component as well as a conscious cognitive component. I am especially
interested in the impact of implicit affect on political judgments and evaluations. This research is
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based on experiments employing an attitude-priming paradigm, which allows us to test three
basic hypotheses

The primacy of affect, testing [with preliminary support] the notion that affective
responses to strong attitudinal objects [political leaders, groups, and issues] enter into the
judgment process before any cognitive considerations that consciously define the object;
The automaticity of affect. Affective responses to political leaders, groups, and issues can
be [and are typically] activated spontaneously, that is, [ 1] triggered even if the individual
is not consciously engaged in making an evaluation; [2] the individual is unaware of
having been “primed” [as when the prime is delivered subliminally]; [3] this immediate
response — whether thought, feeling, or action — once triggered is carried through without
conscious monitoring, and [4] the process is carried out while expending little or no
cognitive resources.

The Affective Contagion Effect. Whereas virtually all political science models of
political attitudes assume that one’s evaluation is based on the cognitive considerations
that come to mind when thinking about a leader, group, or issue, we are exploring the
effect of affectively congruent but semantically unrelated information has on subsequent
evaluation. We find, for example, that such positive concepts as “sunshine” facilitate
responding to liked candidates, groups, and issues, while such negative primes as
“cancer” inhibit responses. This finding suggests that the cognitive and affect systems are
at least partially independent

Taken together, these effects challenge virtually all our models of point to the need for major
revisions in how we political scientists think about and model the formation and expression
of political beliefs and attitudes. For example, if the primacy-of-affect hypothesis proves true
it implies that the causal arrow in our models of attitudes may be pointed backwards, going
from affect to cognitive considerations.



