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What is

Open Data?
Data that can be freely used, re-used, and 
redistributed by anyone.

Features:
1. Usually accessible online
2. Has an open license
3. May or may not require attribution
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Why Use

Open Data?
Academic & Research Benefits
● Increases reproducibility
● Speeds up discovery

Professional & Industry Benefits
● Supports data-driven decision-making
● Reduces barriers to entry for new projects

Community & Public Good
● Encourages civic engagement
● Fosters trust and accountability
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Reliable Data Sources
Source Credibility
Data from established organizations or institutions 
(e.g., government agencies, universities).

Data Accuracy
Verified through peer review or by cross-referencing 
with other sources.

Consistency 
Reliable sources update their data regularly and 
provide historical records.

Transparency
Clearly show how the data was collected and what 
methodology was used.



Quick Poll

Who’s Here?
1. What is your main role?

2. Which type(s) of data are you 
most interested in?
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Key Tools and

Resources
1. Google Dataset Search

A broad, user-friendly starting point.

2. Government Repositories
e.g., Data.gov (U.S.), EU Data Portal (EU).

3. Institutional Repositories
University/College repositories or library services.

4. Third-Party Repositories
e.g., Kaggle, Figshare, Zenodo.
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https://datasetsearch.research.google.com/
http://data.gov
https://data.europa.eu/en
https://guides.library.stonybrook.edu/dryad
https://www.kaggle.com/
https://figshare.com/
https://zenodo.org/
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Open Data: Tips for

Evaluation
1. Check Source Reliability

➢ Source credibility
➢ Data accuracy
➢ Consistency (update frequency and recency)
➢ Transparency

2. Metadata & Documentation
➢ Clear column headers, definitions, measurement units

3. Licensing & Permissions
➢ Creative Commons or Open Data Commons licenses
➢ Always note if attribution is required

4. Format & Ease of Use
➢ CSV, JSON, Excel, etc.
➢ Potential for easy manipulation in your workflow
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Some Examples

Reliable Data Sources 
● Government datasets 

e.g., U.S. Census Bureau, EU Data Portal.

● Established organizations 
e.g., UN, WHO, OECD, World Bank.

● Peer-reviewed academic research
e.g., Dryad, Zenodo, Figshare

● Trusted Online Platforms
e.g., Our World in Data, Statista

https://www.statista.com/
https://data.un.org/
https://www.oecd.org/en/data.html
https://www.who.int/data
https://www.census.gov/data.html
https://data.worldbank.org/
https://data.europa.eu/en
https://ourworldindata.org/
https://datadryad.org/stash
https://zenodo.org/
https://figshare.com/
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Even More Data Sources…

Open Data

https://www.kaggle.com/datasets
https://github.com/collections/open-data
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Statistics/Pages/stat/default.aspx
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2021/10/22/how-to-access-pew-research-center-survey-data/
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access
https://data.nasa.gov/browse?limitTo=datasets
https://data.adb.org/
https://projectsportal.afdb.org/dataportal/
https://www.iadb.org/en/knowledge-resources/data
https://data.gov/
https://gss.norc.org/us/en/gss/get-the-data.html


Key Takeaways
1. Start Broad

Use Google Dataset Search or large repositories.

2. Evaluate Carefully 
Check source credibility, licensing, and format.

3. Consider Domain-Specific Repositories
For more targeted or discipline-specific data needs.
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https://guides.library.stonybrook.edu/data-literacy

Thank You!
Ahmad R. Pratama, Ph.D.
ahmad.pratama@stonybrook.edu
Data Literacies Lead

Stony Brook University Libraries
February 10, 2025
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