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1. Al-Ghanim, Gh. Y. al-S.: Asdlat al-Kuwaitiyin. Al-Kuwait, 2013. [The Origin of the Kuwaitis]
2. Jamal, M. ‘A.: Aswagqg al-Kuwait al-Qadima. Al-Kuwait, 2004. [The Old Souks of Kuwait]



Kuwait — kut ‘fortress-like house surrounded by a settlement’; diminutive pattern
fu‘ail

Kuwaiti family names: Bahbahani, Askanani, Lari, Dasti, al-Busahri, Qabandi,
al-Bastaki



Persianized Arabs <> Arabized Persians: the ‘Ajam a>=l|

‘Ajam is “the name given in medieval Arabic literature to the
non-Arabs of the Islamic empire, but applied especially to the
Persians.” (Bosworth 2011)

“The term [could also] be applied to any of the speakers of non-
Arabic languages with whom the conquering Arabs came into
contact.” (Bosworth 2011)

The ‘Ajam in the contemporary Persian Gulf states: citizens of
Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, and the UAE whose families originally
hail from Persia.

Pronunciation in Gulf Colloquial Arabic: ‘émi (sing.) and ‘ayam
(pl.)



Three major dividing lines in Kuwaiti society

1. Hadar »=) ity dwellers’, sedentary population <>
Badu s~ ‘Bedouin’, non-sedentary population

Trade, artisanship, pearl diving, shipbuilding 4
Camel breeding, animal husbandry, agriculture

2. Sunni €& Shi't Muslims

3. ‘Arab «_2)) & Ajam a2l



al-Tarakmah das) il

e Phonology:

- Arabic voiced pharyngeal fricative ‘ain, instead of Persian glottal stop (ba'd ‘after’)

- Unvoiced counterpart, tasrih ‘anatomy’, ndgjeh ‘successful’, instead of the Persian voiceless
glottal fricative

- Arabic emphatic consonants retained: sad (kalas ‘finished, complete’), dad (madmuin
‘included’), ta (tibb ‘medicine’)

- Arabic voiced labio-velar approximant waw (awwal ‘first’, dowwom ‘second’, Kuweit), instead
of the Persian voiced labiodental fricative

e Lexicon:
tanawiya ‘secondary [school]’, raftom sis ‘l went to him’; 1 bacce ‘this boy’



al-Bahbahaniya  4xilggl)

e Me'mari, M.: Barresi va Towsif-e Zabansendkti-ye Guyes-e Behbahani.
Ahvaz: Entesarat-e Kerdegar, 1389.

e Nesati, F.: Tabdrsendsi-ye VAzegdn dar Guyes-e Behbahdni. Qom:
Entesarat-e Zohur, 1391.

e Rasti Behbahani, A.: Gayes-e Behbahdéni (Dastur-e Sarfi, Vdzegén-e
Ma‘mul). Tehran: Tarh va Ejra-ye Ketab, 1388.

soma > kota ‘vou (pl.)’
dig > dic ‘vesterday’
coc > aradm ‘calm’
sass-am / sass-a / Sas / Sass-im / sass-i / Sass-en >

sass-iam / sass-ia / Sass-e / sass-eim / Sass-ei / sass-ien ‘| sat, etc’
Te-t ndme nevest. ‘You wrote a letter’

Osu-so Hasan dit. > Osu Hasan-se dit. ‘They saw Hasan.’
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