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Symbolic power (a term first introduced by Bourdieu, 1979) never plays itself out more strongly than in 
daily conversations, in which not only turns-at-talk are exchanged and vied for but also subject 
positions, identities, authenticity and legitimacy (Bucholtz & Hall 2005). This talk draws on findings 
from a special issue that examines multiple faces of symbolic power and conversation inequality (Zhu 
Hua & Kramsch, 2016) and aims to understand some of the myths and realities in the field of 
intercultural communication, in particular, power and language. Through examining everyday 
conversational interactions such as “where are you really from?”, it investigates the following key 
questions: (i) How is symbolic power defined and constituted in intercultural communication?; (ii) How 
does power inequality impact the way language is used?; (iii) What is the most appropriate research 
approach to studying the workings of power in intercultural communication? 
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