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There is now substantial literature on Executive Control advantages in older bilingual adults (as compared to
older monolinguals) that seem to derive from the bilingual's life-long practice of keeping two languages separate
or intermixed as appropriate. If the brain regions implicated in aphasia (difficulties in language use linked to
damage to core language regions in the brain) do not impair Executive Control, then we would expect bilinguals
with aphasia to retain their ability to determine which language to employ with individual interlocutors. Yet
there have been reports of excessive mixing in bilinguals with aphasia. Our data from Kannada-English
speakers with aphasia (Paplikar et al., in preparation) argue that despite increased language mixing, bilinguals
with aphasia employ the same patterns of mixing and avoiding mixing as bilinguals without aphasia.
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