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Among all creatures, only people have language. Individual languages differ from one 
another, sometimes greatly: Every human society has its own language. The urge to 
communicate among humans is so great that when, for whatever reason, the members of a 
group of humans do not have speech, they will create a visual language. Sign languages 
are found around the world, these languages have little or no relation to the spoken 
languages around them, and the sign languages may differ greatly from each other. In this 
presentation, I will discuss a variety of sign languages from around the world, large and 
small, old and new.  
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