
                                                       February 2020 
Dear Friends of the Center, Dear Students of the Italian Program,  

 
I think we can all agree that writing this letter, to inaugurate the new semester at the Center for 

Italian Studies in light of the untimely recent demise of Mario B. Mignone, Distinguished Professor of Ital-
ian at Stony Brook, Founder and Director of this Center for thirty-five years, is a difficult task. He has left 
the University and all of us with the sense of a great loss. Mario WAS the Center. He conceived it; he fund-
raised for it; he led it, step by step, achieving both the academic relevance it has today and the appreciation 
of the community. 

The impact the Center has on the University and the community at large, thanks to Mario’s vision, 
is invaluable, and all of us, friends, students, and supporters, have experienced it firsthand. Over the dec-
ades the Center brought to Stony Brook first tier personalities, public servants, intellectuals, authors, pro-
fessors from both sides of the Atlantic, becoming in the process a prime hub for Italian and Italian Ameri-
can studies on Long Island and beyond. 

Often, accomplished scholars have visited on the occasion of our yearly international conference; al-
ways one of the main events of the academic year in the field, such conferences enjoyed from the beginning 
a resounding success. I remember particularly – for personal reasons – the one organized in 2011 on the 
occasion of the 150th anniversary of the Italian unification, entitled “Italy from Without;” but all of them 
have demonstrated to be thought provoking, newsworthy, and consequential, including the most recent 
ones: “Italy and East Asia” of 2018, and “Quo Vadis, EU?” of last November, the one Mario planned and or-
ganized together with a member of our Board, Chancellor Emeritus Salvatore Rotella, and dolefully was not 
able to attend. The conference attracted scholars from all over the world. How efficacious it was in as-
sessing the results of the May 2019 elections for the European Parliament and estimating the impact of the 
exit of the UK from the Union, the public will be able to judge shortly, since the proceedings are bound to 
appear in Forum Italicum.  

The next major conference, planned for September 2020, will honor Mario Mignone’s work and lega-
cy exactly a year after his death. In order to orchestrate it we are postponing to 2021 the other topic in 
agenda, the “Italy and India” conference planned in conjunction with our University neighbor, the Center 
for India Studies.  

It will be painful to proceed without Mario. Yet the Center is open for business and eager to fulfill 
his legacy. Thanks to the Richard Nasti, Joseph Tromba, Vito and Caroline De Simone, and UNICO/Roy 
Dragotta endowments, we are preparing a vast and diverse line-up of programs for the Spring semester; 
please check the details in the following schedule and on-line, since events will be added on a regular basis.   
Thanks to the generous endowment from a Friend of the Center, we are able to organize Italian classes for 
the community. If you want to give your children a head-start in life and acquaint them early with a lan-
guage other than English, do consider enrolling them in our language courses at a subsidized rate. Analo-
gously, the Center is grateful to the Mignone Family Fund and to the Fusco Fellowship for funding two full-
time graduate students through the M.A./M.A.T. in Italian Studies. Other comparable fellowships are mak-
ing it possible for deserving, undergraduate students in the Italian program to travel to, and study in Italy 
at SBU’s partner institution, the Florence University of the Arts. If Stony Brook is nationally recognized for 
enhancing the social mobility of its students, it must be said that the Center for Italian Studies, thanks to 
the vision of Mario Mignone and the generous contributions of its supporters, is leading the way.  

In these times of transition, the Center is relying on the competence of its office staff and their un-
faltering enthusiasm and knowledge of the ins and outs of the administrative works of the University. Also, 
the Center’s Advisory Council, who have come together to maintain a steady helm on the institution, is wel-
coming aboard its most recent member, Dr. Lois P. Mignone. I’m joining them in thanking you for your sup-
port and interest in the activities of the Center.    Ci vediamo presto,  

                                                                                                                                                             Giuseppe Gazzola 
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 EXHIBITION 
 

Blind Visions  
CARLO LEVI’S  

DISEGNI DELLA 
CECITÀ 

 

  CURATED BY NINO SOTTILE ZUMBO  
 

MARCH 23–APRIL 12, 2020  
 CHARLES B. WANG  

CENTER CHAPEL 
 

GALLERY HOURS:  
Monday-Thursday: 5-7 PM 
Friday: Closed 
Saturday & Sunday: 1-5 PM 
 
OPENING RECEPTION:   
Monday, March 23, 4-6 PM; 
Charles B. Wang Center Chapel.  
ROUND TABLE AND FILM 
SCREENING (Christ Stopped at 
Eboli). APRIL 2, 4 PM, Center for 
Italian Studies, Library,E4340 
E4340. 

All are Invited;   
Free and Open to the Public. 

An exhibit of drawings by author and artist Carlo Levi (1902-1975), 
made during a period of temporary blindness caused by diabetes. In 
1973, while bedridden, he had a special wooden notebook built, with 
strings attached to the sides to help guide his hand when drawing or 
writing. He labeled it “Quaderno a cancelli” [fenced notebook], the 
name given to his final collection of prose and poetry (published post-
humously by Einaudi in 1979) that virtually accompanies these blind 
drawings, produced with pencil, pastels, and ballpoint pen. After Levi’s 
death, the 145 drawings were purchased in Italy by Antonino Milicia, a 
farmer from San Pier Niceto (Messina, Sicily) living in Switzerland, 
and an acquaintance of the author’s in Zurich during the 1960s. When 
Milicia left Switzerland and returned to his hometown, he brought the 
works with him and stored them among hay and other papers. This is 
the second time these original drawings are on view in the United 
States.  The first time was at Casa Italiana/Zerilli-Marimò, NYU, and 
with their cooperation, the Center for Italian Studies is presenting this  
exhibit at Stony Brook University. 
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