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President Obama’s current visit to India has variously been described as
“historic”, “path breaking” and a “defining moment” in U.S.-India relations. Just
now, we can hardly tell whether, which or all of these will prove to be true. What
can, however, be said for sure is that the visit takes place in the backdrop of
growing Chinese political, economic and military assertiveness, the unabated
threat of terrorism and mounting economic crises. Thanks to the unique efforts
of the last two US Presidents, the bilateral relationship has already acquired

strong strategic overtones. Where will Obama take it next?

Ambassador Harsh Bhasin

Ambassador Harsh Bhasin is Chair of Stony Brook’s Department of Asian & Asian-American
Studies, and a former diplomat who served in the U.S. for nearly eight years. He is author of
The Big Three: The Emerging Relationship Between The United States, India And China In The
Changing World Order.
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