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In 1990, then Governor Bill Clinton walked into an English class in rural
Arkansas as they were studying Macbeth, and recited a soliloquy from
the tragedy that he had memorized during his own senior year. The
moment represented a remarkable convergence between literature,
politics and the history of education.

. Andrew Newman is a Professor of English, affiliated with History, at Stony Brook,
‘ and the author of two books in early American studies. His current research project,

supported by a Guggenheim Fellowship, is a cultural history of literature instruction
in American high schools.
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Image: "Astor Place Riot, 1849" The New York Public Library Digital Collections. 1887.
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