
The Center for Hellenic Studies serves
as a hub of initiatives and activities
focused on Hellenic language,
history, society and culture. Through
the comprehensive study of Greece
and Hellenism, the Center aspires to
foster in-depth knowledge of
Hellenic civilization and promote its
values and ideals. It also aims at
forming strong bonds between the
University and the Greek-American
communities of Long Island and New
York and at establishing connections
and interactions with educational
and academic institutions in the US,
in Greece and Cyprus.
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Director’s Message                                                                                                                             May 2024

     Another busy year of activities for the Center for Hellenic Studies at Stony Brook
University (SBU). We had our biggest cohort of students ever! In addition to our established
Modern Greek classes at all levels (Elementary, Intermediate, and Advanced), this year we
inaugurated an additional class in Conversational Greek at the Intermediate level. Moreover,
our students took extra courses in Greek, exploring Greek history through the ages,
geography, and literature. All this resulted in an increased number of students graduating
with a minor in Hellenic Studies (Marie Lolis, Dimitra Miloulis, Georgiana Misthos, and
Christina Varvatsoulis)!
     We enjoyed insightful and exciting lectures on various topics, ranging from the benefits
and influence of Greek cuisine to discussion about the Greek diaspora in the US and in
Australia, to the history of Greek-speaking Romaniote Jews, and the presentation by a
Greek-American author of her highly praised first book! We were delighted to welcome the
Consul General of Greece in New York, Ambassador Dino Konstantinou, who spent time
interacting with our students and members of the community. And of course, we were
excited to co-host with our students-members of the Greek and Cypriot Student Association
an evening celebrating the OXI-day as well as a beautiful evening of Greek poetry and songs.
     Finally, we were able to host on campus another Hellenic Film Weekend, in collaboration
with the Hellenic Film Society USA, which was attended by students, faculty, and the
community. We are grateful for all the support we received from our friends: all the people
who supported the Center for Hellenic Studies during SBU’s Giving Day, the AHEPA chapter
of Port Jefferson for supporting, for the fourth year in a row, an essay competition focusing
on documenting the journey of Greek-American and Cypriot-American immigrants who
arrived in New York fifty or sixty years ago. The AHEPA awards, called now the AHEPA 319
Bobby Gemelas Scholarship, honor the late Bobby Gemelas, a great supporter of Hellenism
and the Greek-American heritage. 
     We are grateful for the continuous support and generosity of Mr. Peter Tsantes and Dr.
Eleni Bacola-Ciacco. An intense and great collaboration last year led to the implementation
of the Summer Abroad program in Athens, under the leadership of Dr. Maria
Athanasopoulou. The program was made possible with the great efforts and organization by
Ms. Efie Spentzos, Ms. Mariam Isack, and Ms. Margaret Hartofilis who took the project to
their hearts, and the Athenians Society of New York. This year a second group of students is
participating in the program, and they are about to take off for Greece to visit and study in
Athens, Nafplio, and Aegina with trips to multiple locations in the area.
      This year, as well, our collaboration with the Medical School at the Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki, and through long discussions that involved some of our faculty members (i.e.,
Drs Tassiopoulos and Georgakis), resulted in the first exchange of medical students between
the two schools: three of the SBU medical students are going to Thessaloniki for a month to
study there under the guidance of Greek faculty members, and two Greek medical students
are coming to SBU to spend a month in the medical school here. Many more scholarship
exchanges to come!!
     All these activities with our students and our friends helped conclude a successful 2023-
2024 academic year. We are energized for the future! Thank you to all. I wish you a nice,
relaxing Summer. See you in September!
                                                                                         Stella Tsirka, PhD
                                                                                         Center for Hellenic Studies Director



The Stony Brook Greek and

Cypriot Student Association

hosted this year's OXI Day

celebration. The event was

open to families and

friends. Prof. Stella Tsirka

spoke about the day and its

history, and the students

read poems, sang songs

and danced. 

OXI Day Celebration by the Greek & Cypriot Student
Association and the Center for Hellenic Studies





Influence of Greek Cuisine

In a captivating lecture, the Greek
chef  Nicholas Poulmentis discussed
the worldwide influence of Greek
cuisine and its profound impact
across the globe. From the shores of
the Mediterranean to bustling
metropolises, Greek flavors have
become synonymous with
gastronomy, but have also become
everyday culinary ingredients in the
US. Greek cuisine inspires food
enthusiasts around the world said
the chef to our students and other
community members.





Hellenic Film Weekend

The Hellenic Film Weekend, hosted
at Stony Brook University by the
Center for Hellenic Studies
continues to be our annual
celebration of modern Greek
cinema. 

The movies  showcased for our
students and the community
historical events, important musical
composers, and stories of
contemporary Greece. They  served
as a platform for conversation
between the students and the wider
Greek community. 



Greek Christmas Boat and
Christmas wreath from the
students of GRK211 Intermediate
Greek and GRK221 Greek
Conversation: A  wonderful way for
students to celebrate the holidays
and learn Greek traditions. Crafting
a Christmas wreath and the
traditional Greek Christmas Boat
was both educational and
enjoyable for the students. Learning
about the cultural significance of
these decorations helped them
appreciate the traditions associated
with Christmas in Greece.

Christmas Students’ Project





The Consul General
of Greece in New

York, Ambassador
Dinos Konstantinou,

after his lecture
spent time

interacting with our
students, faculty,

and members of the
community.

The Consul General of Greece in New York 
at the Center for Hellenic Studies





The Greek Diaspora in the US and in Australia

Professor
George

Anagnostou
from the Ohio

State
University

talked about
the Greek

diaspora in the
US and in

Australia.   



The presentation introduced the history and relationships of the Greek Romaniote Jews who
have lived mainly around Ioannina for over 2000 years.  A strong community now living a
New York City discussed their connection with  the few remaning families in Greece.





Greek-American author Maria Smilios presented her book ‘The Black Angels’ discussing the
nurses who treated the patients with tuberculosis and staffed the clinical trials that helped
establish the current treatments for TB patients. Maria’s presentation was fascinating, the
audience thoroughly enjoyed it, and many had their book copy signed by the author!

A Greek Author presents her book 
at the Center for Hellenic Studies 



A beautiful evening of Poetry and Songs



A Greek Poetry Night



  The AHEPA chapter of Port Jefferson  support, for the
fourth year in a row, an essay competition focusing on
documenting the journey of Greek-American and Cypriot-
American immigrants who arrived in New York and who
settled on Long Island, NY.
    These AHEPA-sponsored awards are called the ‘AHEPA 319
Bobby Gemelas Scholarship’ in honor the late Bobby
Gemelas, a great supporter of Hellenism and the Greek-
American heritage.

   The four winners of the  competition for 2024 are:
Dimitra Miloulis
Christina Varvatsoulis
Athina Ketsetzidis
Constantinos Michaelides

The AHEPA 319 Bobby Gemelas Scholarship 2024



The students of the Center for Hellenic Studies  Dimitra Miloulis,  

Christina Varvatsoulis, Athina Ketsetzidis, Constantinos Michaelides

winners of the AHEPA 319 Bobby Gemelas Scholarship competition for

2024 introduced their work to the parish of Port Jefferson Church,

thanking the AHEPA chapter 319 for the opportunity, described their

gratitude for the Boddy Gemelas award, and commenting on the

impactful experience interviewing the Greek immigrants and working

with them as they formed their commentary on the current immigration

environment. 

The AHEPA 319 Bobby Gemelas Scholarship 2024

The winners of the scholarship competition for 2024 Dimitra Miloulis, Christina
Varvatsoulis, Athina Ketsetzidis, Constantinos Michaelides with Prof. Maria
Athanasopoulou and Mr. Peter Tsantes, the primary benefactor of the Center for
Hellenic Studies at Stony Brook University

https://www.thenationalherald.com/port-jefferson-ahepa-chapter-319-awards-scholarships-in-
memory-of-bobby-gemelas/

Article of National Herald Newspaper

https://www.thenationalherald.com/port-jefferson-ahepa-chapter-319-awards-scholarships-in-memory-of-bobby-gemelas/
https://www.thenationalherald.com/port-jefferson-ahepa-chapter-319-awards-scholarships-in-memory-of-bobby-gemelas/


Three participating students
received Peter V. Tsantes
Family Endowed Scholarship
to Study Abroad in Greece
towards  their expenses for the
trip 

Katia Mihael 
Evangeline Tsevis  
Kenny Ortiz  

We are grateful to the Tsantes Family and  the Athenians’ Society of
New York for their continuous support of the Summer in Greece

Program. 

This year, during May
and June 2024, the
students used Athens
and Nafplio as base
and visited islands in
the Saronic gulf and
locations in the
Peloponnese, as they
immersed into the
Greek language and
culture, and learned
about Greek history,
customs, traditions
and dance.

Summer in Greece 2024



Summer in Greece 2024



  THE CENTER FOR HELLENIC
STUDIES

                                    
                         MEET THE FACULTY

A very warm welcome to the two new faculty
members of the

 Center for Hellenic Studies

Simos Zenios, PhD
Assistant Professor
Peter V. Tsantes Endowed Professor in Hellenic
Studies 
Department of Languages & Cultural Studies
1042 Hellenic Studies Humanities Building
simos.zenios@stonybrook.edu

Ms Angeliki Asprouli
Adjunct Lecturer, Department of
Languages & Cultural Studies
1042 Hellenic Studies Humanities Building

angeliki.aprouli@stonybrook.edu 

Styliani-Anna (Stella) E. Tsirka, PhD 
Director
SUNY Distinguished Professor
Miriam and David S. Donoho Endowed Professor
Department of Pharmacological Sciences and
Languages & Cultural Studies
Vice Dean for Faculty Affairs 
Renaissance School of Medicine
631.444.3859 | Basic Sciences Tower 8-192
styliani-anna.tsirka@stonybrook.edu

Maria Athanasopoulou, PhD
Adjunct Lecturer, Program Director of the 
Summer Abroad in Greece, Languages & Cultural Studies
Faculty Development Specialist, Office for Faculty Affairs,
 Renaissance School of Medicine
 Health Sciences Center 4-142
maria.athanasopoulou@stonybrook.edu


