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SBC: GLO, HUM                 INSTRUCTOR: LISA LEBLOND 

 

	

	

This course offers an introduc0on to world literature of the modern and 
contemporary periods, focusing especially on the nineteenth, twen0eth, and/
or twenty-first centuries. Students will study divergent global literary tradi0ons, 
including a focus on their rela0onship to English literature; they will also 
discuss the histories of cross-cultural contact, coloniza0on, and exchange 
through which such tradi0ons encountered and shaped each other. 

For this Summer 2023 course we will be reading cri0cally acclaimed short 
novels and stories from across the globe, including from Russia, Mexico, Egypt, 
and the United States. These literary texts are engaging and thought-provoking. 
We will examine them to further our understanding of humanity’s divergent 
and shared ways of dealing with life challenges in an array of cultural contexts. 

Summer Session II 2023 Online 

July 10th-August 19th 





CARMEN BUGAN 

EGL 130: Literature, Science and Technology 

May 22 - July 3rd 

 

“To develop a complete mind: Study the science of art; Study the art of science. Learn how to 
see. Realize that everything connects to everything else.” –Leonardo Da Vinci 
 

In this course we will explore the rela2onship between literature, science, philosophy, and 

psychology to gain a deeper understanding of our experience and our place in the world. What 

is “scien2fic imagina2on”? How are “beauty” and “symmetry” defined in science and art? Is 

there complete silence? How does the language of mathema2cs come together with the 

figura2ve language of the poet to conceptualize a sense of the universe and to define reality? 

 

We will read and discuss, Leonardo Da Vinci’s Notebooks,  Alex Wragge-Morley’s book Aesthe*c 
Science, Margaret Sommerville’s book The Ethical Imagina*on, as well as ar2cles in the Physics 

journal, discuss the fascina2ng conversa2on between Einstein and Tagore, and the role of sound 

recordings in storytelling. We will also write poetry inspired by scien2fic discoveries.  

Catalogue description: An introduction to the status and role of literature as it engages with scientific 
and/or technological concepts. Students will consider the principles and concepts that form the basis of 
knowledge in the humanities and develop awareness of the contexts (historical, social, ethical and 
disciplinary) in which literature and scientific knowledge emerge. Students will also develop the verbal 
and written skills to articulate valid arguments on the relationship between literature, science and 
technology. Prerequisite: WRT 101   DEC: H;   SBC: CER, STAS;   3 credits 

Contact:  carmen.bugan@stonybrook.edu 





This course surveys the literature of the United States between the 
Civil War and World War II (1865-1945). Over eight weeks, we will 
examine the literature and literary trends of this period, from 
regionalism to realism and naturalism to modernism, alongside the 
country’s tumultuous history: from the end of slavery and Southern 
Reconstruction to the rise of industrial capitalism in the Gilded Age, 
immigration and migration at the turn of the century, the Roaring 
Twenties and Dirty Thirties, and the country’s transformation into a 
world power between the World Wars. As we read fiction, nonfiction, 
and poetry, we will make connections to prevailing themes of the 
American experience: democracy, national and international identity, 
the changing social and political status of women, ethnic and racial 
dimensions of social and political life, class tensions, normative and 
queer sexuality, and the wages of scientific and technological 
progress. 





SBC: HFA+





CONSPIRACIES 
IN FICTION

EGL 317 - ENERGY HUMANITIES & LITEGL 317 - ENERGY HUMANITIES & LIT
SUMMER SESSION I - MAY 22ND – JULY 3RDSUMMER SESSION I - MAY 22ND – JULY 3RD

SBC: HFA+, SPK, TECH
In the Summer of 2020, Politico magazine proclaimed we are

“living in the golden age of conspiracy theory.” Is such a
statement true? If so, when did this supposed golden age begin?

Conspiracies about 9/11 flooded the internet. Questions about
JFK’s assassination captured and still capture attention. Once-

ridiculed conspiracies turned out to be true: oil companies
denying climate change, government surveillance, and the atomic
bomb. Rather than consider conspiracies as new fascinations for
the public, this course will endeavor to answer why conspiracies

excite, interest, and scare? We will also uncover how conspiracies
influence political discourse, environmental issues, and racial

tensions. 

We will devote attention to Philip K Dick, Octavia Butler, Haruki
Murakami, Margret Atwood, and Ray Bradbury. Further media
may include The Matrix, The X Files, and There Will Be Blood.

Depending on interest, we may also supplement our learning with
video games. Coursework will include regular discussion posts, a

creative assignment, and a final paper.

For more information please contact: 
anthony.gomez@stonybrook.edu

mailto:anthony.gomez@stonybrook.edu


Summer II 2023 

EGL 376.30 

British Imperialism 
And Its Aftermaths 

What you will learn: 

• Ideological underpinnings of British imperialism

• Theories of colonialism & empire

• How to engage critically with these topics

What you will read: 

• Imperial writing such as Heart of Darkness and A Passage to India.

• Imperial afterlives: Wide Sargasso Sea and The God of Small Things.

• Important concepts by authors like Kincaid, Said, Fanon and others.

What you will write: 

• Discussion posts & comments to peers based on readings

• An essay that supports an interpretation of any of the course readings

SBCS: HFA+, CER, GLO
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