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Prof. Hiroaki Suga is awarded the 2023 Wolf prize in chemistry for developing an 
exceptionally innovative in-vitro selection system for cyclic peptides as inhibitors of protein-
protein interactions. He invented an RNA-based catalyst, flexizyme, that transcends natural 
mechanisms and vastly expands the range of amino acids that can be incorporated with 
ribosomal machinery. Prof. Suga’s strategy enables rapid construction and screening of 
enormous cyclic peptide libraries. His unique discovery has established a new approach to 
medicinal chemistry and generated new tools for drug discovery. 
Prof. Suga is a co-founder of PeptiDream, which became a publicly traded company on the Tokyo 
Stock Exchange and is one of Japan’s most successful startup companies.    
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         American Peptide Society 
2017 Nagoya Silver Medal 
2016 Japan Innovator Award 
2015 Max-Bergmann Medal 
2014 Akabori Memorial Award,  
         Japanese Peptide Society 
2012 President Award  
          Science Council of Japan 
2006  Co-founder: PeptiDream 


