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When Disease Strikes the Leader: What Should We Know?

Salvatore Mangione, MD

The year 2024 marks the 100th anniversary of
the death of President Wilson, whose 1919
stroke launched "the most serious case of
presidential disability and medical cover-up in
American history”. Hence, this anniversary
provides us with a timely opportunity to revisit
not only how undisclosed illnesses of political
leaders impact on national policies, but also
how they challenge physicians’ allegiance, both
issues of great relevance to the medical
community.
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SALVATORE MANGIONE, MD, is an Associate Professor
of Medicine at the SKMC of Thomas Jefferson
University in Philadelphia, where he also directs the
Humanities and History of Medicine courses. He is a
clinician-educator with a long interest in physical
diagnosis, medical history, community service and the
role of the humanities in medicine. His innovative
programs and engaging teaching style have been
recognized by multiple teaching awards, and his work
has been featured in the New York Times, the Los
Angeles Times, the Wall Street Journal, the BBC, CNN,
NPR, and Forbes. Dr. Mangione has also been involved
in asthma education, creating (and directing for six
years) The AsthmaBUS™, a red doubledecker he
bought in London in 1999, shipped to Philadelphia, and
eventually outfitted so to provide asthma education
and screening for 15,000 middle-school children. For
this he received the 2001 American Institute of
Architects Award for most innovative exhibit, the 2003
World Asthma Day community service award from
Philadelphia, and the 2004 Governors Community
Service Award by the Chest Foundation of the
American College of Chest Physicians. Dr. Mangione
has been an invited speaker at many national and
international meetings, especially in regard to the use
of visual arts for the teaching of observation. He's the
author of the book Secrets in Physical Diagnosis and
the recipient of the 2022 Nicholas E. Davies Memorial
Scholar Award of the American College of Physicians
for Scholarly Activities in the Humanities and History of
Medicine.
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