Unpacking out past for the
Future



How Asian cultures have assimilated in American public spaces
of New York City: Contrasting Chinatown and Koreatown.

» Differences between Chinatown and Koreatown

Two popular tourist spots in Manhattan, Chinatown
(1878~) and Koreatown(1980s~), have become global
public spaces in the United States,

The two towns have similar characteristics, but they also
have distinct culture identities, By comparing and
contrasting these two maps, this poster illustrates
similarities and differences between the two ethnic
communities and why Chinatown is more well-known than
its Korean counterpart,

* History

Chinatown Koreatown
NY Chinatown was

1878 formed much earlier than
Fir‘st Koreatown, Chinatown
Chinese o was began in 1878 and
grocery [} .
store, opens ° almost 100 years later, it
on Mott < was expanded in 1968,
Street. g In 1980, it became the
largest Chinese
settlement in the U.S.
On the other hand, NY
Koreatown was formed in
Immigration Wct of 1965  late 19705 and became
officially nicknamed
1968 X ‘Korean way’ in 1995,
5;";&“5“’" only 20 years later.
Chinatown Chinatown has 140 years
history. Koreatown has
around 40 years history.
1980 19805 These are effects of the
é;‘;g:; i(tat:tt: Immigation Act of 1965
Ameriean that abolished the
settlemen national origins quota
inUs 1995 system.
Officially
nicknamed
'Korean way’

* Future of Koreatown

» Similarities between Chinatown and Koreatown

Koreatown, “Korea Way” on 32 Street, is
located between 6th and 5th avenue in
Midtown Manhattan

New York's Chinatown, located right next to
Little Italy on Manhattan, is one of the oldest
and largest Chinatowns outside of Asia.

(® Similar Background

+ Gathered in NYC for a better life, to earn more money than in their
home countries, and to pursue their dreams.

+ Formed to serve immigrants who missed their home country; food is
a primary factor to serve

© Place to enjoy traditional food
+ Chinatown: Dim sum, Dumpling, + Koreatown: Korean BBQ,
and noodles Bi-bim-bap, etc.
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+ Increase of
Korean students
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@/ & How Do People Celebrate the Chinese New Year
- - ?
“”!I‘ in China and New York 7

Introduction

The Chinese New Year, also called Spring Festival, is the most important festival for the
Chinese people for all family members get together, just like Christmas.
The Spring Festival falls on the 1st day of the 1st lunar month, usually in January or
February. People in China and US celebrate the Spring Festival almost in the same

Activities and Taboos | w

As the start of a whole year round, the Chinese | Spring
New Year weighs a lot in Chinese people’s mind. [~
People regard their daily practice as an omen of ¥ Clean the house in the

some may be kept till the 15th of the lunar January or
even a whole month, The table on the right shows the
most common activities and taboos during the New Year
The survey shows that people still celebrate all the
activities every year. However, younger generation
people (age under 30) said most of taboos have already
been omitted, only old generations people very pay attentio| ¥ Visiting Friends and
negative meaning should be avoided in the daily conversatio Relatives
pain, losing, and poverty.
Another difference shows through the survey is, People inl
firecrackers, but because of the air pollution, some cities in ¢

¥ Firecrackers and

Freworks x Getting haircut

<

Red Envelop (Hong Bao) x Empty rice jar

|
traditional ways, but younger generation people may omitted some celebrations. luck prediction for the coming year. For example, from | preceding days x  Breaking things
the 23rd of the 12th lunar month, Chinese people carry |
out a thorough cleaning of their houses. The cleaning is | v Ppasting the “Fu” (i % Teboo words (desth
We b PI'O p058| called “sweeping the dust”, and represents a wish to | upslde'dnwn () ghost, bruklnlg, etc).
Introducing and comparing how Chinese people celebrate the Chinese New put away old things, bid farewell to the old year, and |
Year in China and in America, also discuss about how the celebrations, taboos &f;‘i":‘(‘:’;:‘:’;‘&: :‘°°'Y'e‘:‘r’"r‘°°;:‘"o‘:"b:‘l’|:‘Zd [ T
i f . st two day: ew year. $0 18 bellev v Staying up for dinner
and dishes changed during the few decades to sweep away good luck. Not only observing the festival ' bt to hospital
by interesting traditions, they would also try to [
avoid violating various taboos. Some of the taboos will | ¥ -
only sustain for first several days of the New Year, while |  Year's Gala money
|
|
|
[
[

New Year’s Eve Dinner

Also being called Reunion Dinner, including meat and fish as well as all kinds of vegetables. The pronunciation of
fish makes it a homophone for ‘surpluses’ and the fish is not eaten completely, as the Chinese phrase “may there
be surpluses every year” sounds the same as “let there be fish every year” in Chinese pronunciation, Sweet food is
also necessary in the wishing of a luscious life in next year. The number of dishes also important, the number is
always six, eight or ten, which means smooth, getting prosperous and perfect respectively,

The most common dishes in China includes dumplings, fish, spring rolls, sweet rice balls, rice cakes, Laba congee
and Babao Rice.

Through my anonymous survey, it shows in most parts of China, people still have all food | listed above for the
dinner, but in some southern parts in China and immigration families in New York, people only maintain fish for the

New Year’s Eve dinner.
-— -
' The fish dish is always

on the table.

x Porridge as breakfast on
the 1* day

Dressing in Black and

White

T
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Watching CCTC New | x Lending and borrowing
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

¥ Dragon Dance |

The character “Fu”, meaning good fortune or happiness, is used to express
people’s good wishes and yearning for the future, so people usually paste it
gates or some furniture in the house during the Chinese New Year. Pasting the
“Fu” upside down, meaning the arrival of happiness or good fortune, is a widely
accepted and popular custom among Chinese people. Other auspicious
characters and patterns are added to express good wishes.

) Conclusion
The Spring Festival, aka Chinese New Year, is the most important traditional festival in China. There are many customs relating
to food, decorations, greetings, and gifts. This is the most important festival for all Chinese families, along with more Chinese
people come to U.S., more and more American, Asian-American celebrate the Spring Festival in the China Town with Chinese
people every year. | am surprising to see that the celebrations in New York are more traditional than in China. | hope through out
my website and poster, could let more people know the Spring Festival, and also celebrate with us together!
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The introduction about Spring Festival f1 [4145 14 [ /14 - 4§ {i(http;// “Chinese Spring Festival 2016”, China Highlights _(http:// \
&P AYE@ 2cdia britannica, news.xinhuanet.com/ziliao/2003-01/18/content_695306.htm) www.chinahighlights.com/travelguide/special-report/chinese-new-year/)
\ Sep.2014 “Happy Chinese New Year”, The journal, 1/22/1979 Chinese New Year (Spring Festival) (http://www.travelchinaguide.com/essential/
%304 X <Chinese New Year>, Reynoldson, Finoa, 2014, “A lesson about Chinese New Year and other myths”, Cardinal Points, holidays/spring-festival.htm)
i:?. <Chinese American Forum> - Est & West: New 2/03/2000 Spring Festival (http://traditions.cultural-china.com/en/14Traditions23.html) Stony Brook
NoW &5t Year celebrations " " <The Easter Parade>, digital video, Flix, Pixel . o
Chinese New Year”, The herald, 2/12/1999 » digl s Flix,
~ < <Chinese New Year Food Symbols> 12/ UnlveI‘SIty
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HOW DOES K-POP REFLECT KOREAN VALUES?

K-pop stardom: a popular dream
I T T

Girls Boys Girls
Job Job Job
Researcher Celebrity Doctor  Celebrity Researcher Celebrity
Progamer Cartoonist  Celebrity Researcher Chef Chef
Celebrity  Animal trainer Engineer Cartoonist  Celebrity  Lawyer,
prosecutor.

Career ranking statistics of the 10 most preferred jobs in Korea, conducted by the Korean Res
earch Institute for Vocational Education & Training in 2014 — Preferred by preteens; mostly gir
Is

How to get started:
P Cram schools

Cram schools are not just for math and English in
Korea - now there are “idol" cram schools where
students learn how to sing and dance s0 8s 10 pre
pare for an audition to become a “trainee” in K-po
p companies. In the cram schools, they are assign
ed 8 homeroom teacher who gives them specific f
eedback on their dancing and singing. The homer
oom teacher also conducts monthly skill tests and
even measures the students' weight. Every mont
h, only a few of the top-ranked students are offere
d a chance to be part of a “private” audition. For e
xample, out of 600 students, only the top 30 are s
elected for these auditions in which they get detail
ed feedback from music and dance teachers of th
e K-pop star company.

P Regular audition

Regular auditions vary from company to company. Some compa
nies have weekly auditions, some have monthly auditions, and
some hold international/global auditions. Unlike the private au
dition where companies go to the cram school and hold auditio
ns, applicants who want to become the next “K-pop stars” go to
the company and have their singing and dance skills evaluated
. The audition process also varies among companies, but, in ge
neral, since anyone can participate in a public audition, the app
licants watch each other audition, If they are lucky enough to g
et a reply from the company few weeks later, they are expected
10 g0 to the second step, which is the camera test. This test sim
ply assesses how the applicant looks on camera and how they
will appear on TV when they debut. Some companies have mor
e steps before they pick their trainees, but this is the general pr
ocess to become a trainee through the regular audition.
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1. Morality
-Living in a dormitory together

K-pop training is not only about singing and dancing. Living in a dormitory together with other train
ees who are chasing the same dream of becoming a K-pop star also counts as part of the training.
How Is this considered part of the training? In the entertainment business, the road to success is
different than other categories of Jobs where you gradually advance up the career ladder. Instead,
most idols become famous in one day based on whether their performance appeals to the general
public. So how they make moral decisions prior to attaining the top star status is vital, They need t
0 practice making the right moral decisions. Living with other people and learming how to communi
cate with their peers can develop their ability to make judgements of value which will eventually he
Ip them when they do become top stars.

2. Humility
-Regular volunteering

Since the “idol market" is mostly dependent on fans, idols need to have an appealing moral perso
nality. Korea Is a country based on Confucianism, which highly values humility. Even now, humility |
 the value that is considered a national value and this includes K-pop stars. Even if the idol has gr
eat singing or dance skills, they always have to be humble about what they say in the media. Beca
use they are not only celebrities, they also are people who get official recognition by the public. Thi
8 Is especially important because idols appeal to teenagers who are the same age or younger, 5o t
heir behavior is extremely Influential. Also, since trainees start training during adolescence, It is ol
80 Important for them to have good sense of morality to grow up to be good human beings later in
life. This was added to the “K-pop* training system because past idols had conflicts with their pare
nts and the company and between other team members, which led to disbanding some of the gro
ups. Now the training system Includes volunteer work in public service facilities. The K-pop boyban
d, EXO, In the picture above, were famous for their regular volunteer work when they were trainees
. Even after their debut, and now that they have become one of the most popular K-pop groups, th
ey still go to public service facilities and volunteer.

3. Endurance
-Monthly evaluations

There are many K-pop groups in the industry and only few of them survive and have their names s
pread around to the public. In the past, it was possible to be successful as an idol without musical
talent, as long as you looked good. In order to have o better chance of becoming successful in the
Industry, companies now have a system to evaluate trainees’ singing and dance skills. By conducti
ng monthly evaluations, companies decide whether they will continue to invest in the trainee. Dep
ending on what the trainee is good at, the company gives them different tasks each month. For ins
tance, If  trainee is good at singing but not dancing, he will be asked to focus on dancing the follo
wing month. The evaluation is conducted in front of company executives who decide whether the tr
ainee can stay or leave. Those who are asked to leave will have 10 go to another compary and star
tthe trainee life all over again or give up the dream of becoming a K-pop star. Even If they stay, trai
nees have to endure this evaluation each month until the company executives decide that they ca
n debut.

Website proposal

This poster is an abstract of what | will develop as a website. Even though my topic is about K.
pop, my audience will not be limited to K-pop fans. | want to reach those who want to learn mo
re about Korean culture and values: and K-pop is an easily accessible (and fun) subject. Non-K
oreans who want to do business in Korea (or even those who want to be K-pop stars!) would b

¢ attracted to my website.

There are many sources about K-pop and K-pop training systems in general; but no project rela
tes K-pop to Korean values. As a native Korean majoring in Asian and Asian American Studies,
| believe K-pop reflects fundamental Korean values. My website will be similar to what | have o
n this poster, with more visual materials. Below s @ game | developed for the website. To publi
clze my website, | would want to link it to the Center for Korean Studies and SBU's Study Abroa
d Program websites. To evaluate the success of my website, | will track the numbers of users w
ho play the game and | will create a comment box s0 that visitors can tell me what they learne
d and what they would like to know more about.

Major K-pop companies

SM. Entertainment s the oldest company In the K-pop dol
o8 founded by the former folk music singer 500 Man Lee. It
ered & company that frat started “Ido groups” In Korea (a conceot that o
Agnated in Japan) and deve:oged ts own uNGue training system. Beceu
S0 e COMpany I8 well established, t has & strict manual on how to train
and develop attract've 3ois to gather fans. The characteristics of SM sing
o8 are: On stage, 11e Choreograpny Nas 1o be perfecty synohronized. off

S.M.ENTERTAINMENT stage, they have to Show that they are gentie and have the rght atttude t

T

TEAGER TN ENTERTAINMENT

oward thelr fans. Thay are corsidered 1o be the Most *idol-ike” among th
@ three companies.

IYP Entertainment s & company that was founded under JY, Park who b
ecame a famous singer In the 1990s. The company s known for its hard
WOrKing Singers who have years of training before JYP will Jet them perfor
™ In public. Because of their nardworking Image, singers are considered
the most friendly among three companies. Ao, their bay bands are kno
wn for thair acrobatic dance moves. Thair SONGS are Mostly written by VP

Wwho DUrsUes perfection. S0 the dois oM ths comoarny are ca'led itte
versions of JYP. JYP traing Vs singers Dased on s own experience - & 8
ort of “nome schooling” education.

YG Entertainment s the liberated Hip Hop music-based company. Their
8ngers freely enjoy themselves on stage rather than dancing to songs n
perfect steps. Because their 01gs and the stage performances are diff
erent from most K-00p Idol rouss, they have an image of being resistan
t bad boys and @rs. Howaver, the company Is known for the strict rules t
hat ainees have 1o follow In 0fder 1O Survive the COMPettion. Once they
debut. the COMDANy respacts thair ability to write and perform their own
$0ngs. They are considered the Most artstc among the tree K-pop co
moanies. Because of that. YG Is 80 atermative school where each stude
nt's uniqueness 's celedrated

Which K-pop company best
suits you?
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How Does Korea’s Past Affect the Modern

Violent and graphic scenes are commonplace in modern films and media, America’s

Hollywood has popularized the violent thriller genre, but Korea has perfected it, with blockbusters like Old
Boy, Sympathy for Lady Vengeance , The Man from Nowhere and | saw the Devil (8 S 50|, 2158} @Xpwl, 0
A{M, ©fOHE MRLCE). When 1 lived in Korea I realized that Korean movies had something American movies
were lacking, or more like 3 three themes that added real grit to the Korean movies

1. Moral Instability/ Extreme Violence ~ the characters perform cringe worthy acts of

violence and most of it is shown on screen, no cut shots to spare the viewers, Many

times the “good guys™ will bend the traditional sense of wrong and right to get their revenge

2. Revenge - Characters in these movies go to the ends of the earth to get “justice”

1. Vietim us the Hero- the person who has been wronged is his or ber own hero. They

do not go to the police or any outside form of help.

After examining these themes | wondered if there were specific reasons for these themes being so abundant in
Korean media, I came to the conclusion that due to Korea's turbulent history with Japan and the lack of
upology/recognition revenge is plays an important role in Korea's films, Through interviews, further research
and film reviews 1 gathered opinions and fucts to support this theory. | want to not only spread Korean culture
but wlso to raise awareness about the painful pust Korea has with Japan, and in doing so relieve some of the
tension still surrounding it To make this more accessible to my target audience (youth in America and Korea)
1 will compare the themes to American movies and create an interactive website
WEBSI
To fully explore the themes and theorles put forward by the Interviewees and my research, | hope to make o
site that is open and accessible to everyone from any country, not just Korea and America. In order to
facilitate discussions 1 will create forum boards; with specific topics like: * The Connections between Han®!
and themes of Revenge in Korean movies”, “Differences in Violence in American and Korean Films™, 1 will
also allow users to ereate their own forums, to facilitate many different types of discussions

Along with the forums I will upload the videos of the interviews | rec 1 want the
ideas and feelings of Professor So-yon Kim, Hye Sun Hwang, Soo Hwan Jung and Na Li to be shared

I also hope to make this an educational website where users can learn about the Korean
War, the Japanese Occupation of Korea and the current tensions between Korea and Japan

Jupan and Korea
Korea has a rocky history that still holds a lot of sway in the way Korea apan interact
While they are partners in trade, both relying on the imports and exports from each other
Ahere are constant instances in the news when Korea demands an apology for pust crimes from
Jupan. We all learned something about Japan's war crimes committed during the SECORIWorkd Wir bur
we never taught the full extant, which may make it hard to understand why Korea dnd
Koreans hold onto this pain nearly 70 years later, Professor Kim mentioned learni:
about the Japanese performing experiments on Korean citizens, Hye Sun and Soo
Hwan both spoke of learning about Comfort women and the oppression of
Korean Culture by the Jupanese
Korea has never received and officlal “sincere” apolog
referred to it. In the movies the main character has had some kind of atrocity

closure, justice, and apology or however you want to refer to it, Korea has not receivied it,

-

ated by gira Park
from Noun Propect

Film Industry?

Kiani Hernandez

Linterviewed 3 native bom Koreans and a Korean
American 1 see how the “public” reacts to the
violent themes in popular 1 wanted to gather
their opinions on not oaly the themes themselves but
also on how they connect this to Korea's violent and
tragic history with Japan and wa
some great points that | will touch upe
08 (Han): o foeling that i inside all Ke
closest English definition would be “a grudge" but
Koreans it goes much deeper than that. It
symbaolizes the r country and how they
cted on their nation.
ety Several of my interviewees
Korean people are  race that hold
want 1o get Justice but are not voen
about it Maybe the films are a way (0 express this
need for reparations that Korea wants,
Japanese Students & their History: Many Japanese
people believe that the issues with Korea are not
their problem. They d ot know the full extant of
the erimes committed and feel that the govern: 1
should just handle it
wion is still alive and well: Soo Hwan Jung
al d physical violenee while living in Japan,
hie was confronted when he spoke Korean on the
public transit system. Clearly this is still an issue for

some in Japan

Raw Data

Many times movies reflect real life, but in the violent movies of Korea this theory loses all credibility. Based purely
on the movies | have listed, one would think Korea is a lawless country riddled with erime. But in actuality Korea's

crime rate is extremely low. The homicide rate in 2009 was only 2.9 per 100,000 people. Only about 3.75% of
Korea's population commits violent crimes every year. Now compare that to a violent crime rate of 23.2% per 1000
people and 135 mentions of murder in a newspaper in 2013, and that is just for New York City alone, you start to get
the picture of how safe a place Korea is. Guns are illegal in Korea, which could contribute to the lower crime rate
when compared to the U.S; America however is the 26" highest country with gun crime.

(These charts depict the vast difference between Korea's crime rate and America’s crime rate from the years 1994-2005 and
America’s ranking on the developed countries and their Gun murder/violence rate.)

Despite guns being outlawed there Is still crime happening in Korea; an interesting fact brought up by one of
the interviewees, Hye Sun Hwang - Many of the crimes are committed with knives, much like a lot of the
scenes in the movie clips | showed them. So there are some connections to the real crime in Korea despite
the theatrical nature of the movies. Hye Sun and So-Yon Kim referred to the violence depicted as awful and
too graphic and referred to American movies as too flashy, it wasn't as hard to watch when you couldn’t see
blood flying everywhere and hear bones breaking. Another big crime theme in the movies | showed them
were heinous acts committed against children. All of the interviewees, without exception turned away from
the screen and showed visible disgust; despite knowing it was just a movie. While they differed on their
opinions of whether or not Korean film violence is more graphic than American film violence, they are all
agreed that the crimes against children were something they would never see in American movies, it was a
“taboo” as they referred to it.
Since this project is more along the lines of a social experiment, | would need the website to collect the
opinions and ideas from others willing to participate on the website and | would be able to see what the
world thinks of the parallels drawn by my interviewees and me.
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Why is Political Participation Low Amongst Asian Americans?
Mehtasim Mahfuz

Department of Asian & Asian American Studies

‘\\\‘ Stony Brook University

 Question T

What barriers, both public and personal, are
preventing Asian-Americans from participating in

government?
>3

Facts: o
+ Since its creation, there have been less than 10 Asian
Americans to be part of Senate
« thirteen members of the 114th Congress (2.4%
of the total membership) are of Asian or
Pacific Islkander ancestry
* only one Asian American is currently serving in
the Senate
* By June 2014, all Asian-Americans that were serving on
the Obama Administration cabinet had resigned
« first time since 2000 that there were no Asian
Americans on the U.S. Presidential Cabinet
« Surprisingly low overall political incorporation in the U.S.
by Asian Americans

According to the United States Census Bureau, in the past
10 years, there has been an over 43% increase in the Asian
American population in the United States. Asian Americans
currently make up about 5.4% of the total population in
the United States. While it doesn't seem like a lot, keep in
mind that the U.S is the third most populated country on
the planet.

My research aims to uncover possible barriers that Asian-
Americans face in becoming more active in American
Politics.

Methodology

Preliminary research through previously conducted studies
Research on national organization sites (such as the East-West
Center, and Asian Matters for America)

* Interviewed Asian Americans in New York

+  Google Forms

« Participants: Asian-Americans aged between 18-26

Con, 8. E, Klewiet, D. R, & Unianer, C. J. (1991). The GCM"M‘ of partisanship by Latinos and Asian

Americans. American Jounal Of Polificar Science, (2), 3
Jun, X. [2002). THE POLINCAL BEHAVIOR OF ASIAN AMERICANS: A D-EOWHICAL APPROACH. Jownal Of
Poltical & Miltary Sociology 30(1), 71-89.

Lien, P, Colet, C., & Wong, J. (2001). Asian Pacific-American public opinon and political participation.
PS: Polifical Science & Poitics, 34(3), 625-630.

Ong. P. M., Dela Cruz-Viesco, M., & Nakanishi, D. 1. (2008). Awakening the New 'Sleeping Glant'#: Asian
Amarican Polfical Engagement. AAPI Nexus, 6(1), 1-10.

Phan, N., & Garcla, J. A, [2009). Asian-Pacific-Amencan Partisanship: Dynamics of Partsan and
Nonpartisan identities. Social Science Quarterly (Wiley-8lockwel), 90(4), 884-
910.00110.1111/).1540-6237 2009 00668 x

Purington, C.8. Designing conference posters. Refreved <Nov. 2015>, from

nttp://colinpurington.com/tips/poster-design

Xu, J. (2005). Why do minorities participate less? The effects of mmigration, education, and electoral

Process on Asan Amerncan voter regstration and tumout, Social Sclence Research, 34(4), 682-
702, doi:10.1014/).ssreseqrch.2004.11.002

Google Forms

htp:/ /www.eastwestcenter.org/

htpi/ fwww.asiamatterstoramenca.org/

The primary purpose of the Google Form was to ascertain which barriers Asian
Americans felt were most prominent in their lack of participation. Below are the
most common answers received, along with a short explanation. (Answers are in

no particular order.)

Racism

As the participants were mainly from
Long Island, there was a strong feeling
of being an "outsider" in the Long Island
community. Due to prejudices felt by
people from other races, many felt that
it was pointless to attempt to get
involved in politics, as those discriminations
would prevent potential candidates
from being taken seriously.  Another
barrier included the racist statements
and the supporters of Presidential
Candidates Donald Trump and Ben
Carson, which has a negative affect
many of the poll participants.

Gender

This survey produced two very interesting resulfs.
Whie many stated that being a female
kept them from being considered a
serious candidate, a more unigue
answer also emerged. Many felt that
males were less likely to be involved due
to cultural reasons (outlined below).
Both male and female felt that (save for
higher esteemed positions) government
work did not provide the desired salary
for a culturally Asian household.

Corruption

Apathy

"Corruption in American government"
appeared to be a big factor in why
Asian-Americans are wary of politics.
Some stated that they feared that
getting involved would change them
and cause them to become "dirty"
politicians.

Incognizance

A popular answer on the survey was simply,
alack of understanding. Many pol participants
felt that in being focused with their schooling,
they had litle ime and/or interest in keeping
up with politics.

Many of the participants in the survey
felt strong feelings of apathy towards
politics in general. As many of them are
second generation American, their
families were established enough for
most of them to not feel the ugly side of
the law. Thus, they felt a disconnect
between how they lived and how much
they should be involved in politics. One
participant compared it to the clichéd,
"Can't fix what isn't broken".

Culture

Culture was an answer that almost all
participants stated. Inmost Asian cultures,
there is often pressure on the children to
study very well so that they may later
hold esteemed jobs: doctor, lawyer,
engineer. For (most) participants, getting
involved with politics was not an option,
as filial piety mandates that they respect

the wishes of their parents/elders/

Please visit https://asiansinlaw.wordpress.com/

Use the QR Code for easier access! gl'

~

&% significance

There are sites and studies dedicated to listing the voting
patterns of Asian Americans. There is a lot of empirical
information presented yet to me, something is missing. |
believe my research differs in that, over numbers, | am
more concerned about people. | want to explore any
barriers, both public and personal, that are diverting Asian
Americans from political participation. Each and every
person contributes to the diversity of this country and |
believe that the laws of this land should reflect that
diversity. The experiences of Asian Americans are unique
and incorporating that perspective can be beneficial to
more than just Asians. It can also help make our legisiation
be more inclusive place for people of all different
backgrounds. | believe great change comes through
discourse and hopefully my research can contribute to

that. <

The internet has become a powerful method of spreading
information. Thus, | have created a website in order to
address an important question: How can we get Asian
Americans more involved in politics? With the infectious
nature of the sordid remarks made by candidates for the
upcoming presidential election, there is a more crucial
need for Asian Americans to get involved, and to show
that people of all races are stil American. Great change
comes through discourse and hopefully my website can
contribute to that.

By starting an archive of sorts, | hope to not only educate
the youth on why political participation is crucial for Asian-
Americans, | also aim to have a repository of stories from
Asian-Americans who dedicated their lives to becoming
politicians, letting others know why and how they did so. |
am working on obtaining interviews from Asian-American
politicians who can give advice to the youth, and possibly
present opportunities to further their careers

While my website's main audience will be Asian-
Americans, there is still a need to target non-Asians. Living
in such a diverse country, non-Asians must also understand
what benefits come with having more diverse politicians.
Especially with increasing talks about immigration in the
U.S., people of all races can contribute valuable insight.

Professor Peggy Chrstoff

AAS 401 Senicr Seminar Class, Fall 2018
Ms. Moly Higgins

Participants of Google Form

Thank you to afcrementioned pecple for you assistance and patience. No matter how smal, every
contribution helps in some way and | wil always appreciate those geshures.

Special thanks go to my family. Without them, | would have never found my interest in law. thus, never
realized the importance of Asian-American participation in government.




How Do Asian Adoptees Identify Themselves?

Interviews

* Never had an identity crisis.
* Has an older sister who was also adopted from

* Had an identity crisis in middle school, while
uking 8th grade biology and the topic of

genetics was brought up. Made her wonder if China (Me)
she had any genetic discases + Felt bad when someone tried to speak Chinese
* The only adopted child by her parents to her,

* Had a little Chinese influence from her
father’s Chinese co-workers.

* Took three years of Mandarin Chinese in High
School, but took Spanish for ten years.

* Never wanted to search for biological parents,
says “there are too many people in China, and
1 don’t want to waste time searching for

* Thought it was kind of funny when someone
tried to speak to her in Chinese.

* Had some Asian influence from her Japanese
mother at home. Not completely detached
from cast Asia, just different kind of
connection

* More interested in learning Japanese, but also

learning Mandarin Chinese. them,”
* Tried to search for biological family members, * Feels incredibly happy to have been adopted
but have not succeeded by her parents

* Very happy to have the family she was
adopted into

« If given the opportunity to meet her biological
parents, she would like to say “thank you™
and ask about any genetic discase

« If given the opportunity to meet her biological
parents she would say “hi” and ask if any
genetic diseases run in her family.
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Website Proﬁnl

+ There will be interview videos and comment sections for people to post their
own stories if so desired.

*+ Different links will take people to websites | hope to help both adoptees and
those who plan to better understand the extensive process of adoption.

* Targeted audiences of the proposed website includes:

* The general public

+ Adoptees und those who are thinking of adopting

+ Scholars of adoption history and politics,

+ Social workers

+ Historians and scholars of Asian migration to the United States

+ American studies and Asian American history.

* “China’s Lost Girls™ : National Geographic Ultimate Explorer host Lisa Ling
examines the consequences of China's two-decade-old, one-child policy in order
to curb the country's exploding population. Due to cultural, social and economic

orphanages across China. lul-nfollommmmkmmlnmmmnc
Joumney to China to meet their newly adopted baby girls.

* “The Drop Box™: It's a story about a South Korean pastor , Lee Jong-rak and his
heroic efforts to embrace and protect the most vulnerable members of society,
children. It is a heart-wrenching exploration of the physical, emotional and
financial toll associated with providing refuge to orphans that would otherwise
be abandoned on the streets. It's a movie that tells of hope, and a reminder that
every human life is sacred and worthy of love, regardless of their “deformities”.

* “Twinsters™: Born in South Korea, Samantha & Anais identical twin sisters who
were by different familics from different countries, reconnected 25 years
after they found cach other through social media. It explores their journey of
getting to know each other, and offers an absorbingly personal glimpse into a
?;mmnonolxm-cmmmmmwMmlk-cmmunlhthle

LU

* 1961: The for orphans
adopted from foreign cwnlml by Amul«n citizens,

*+ Children from South Korea, Hong Kong, Vietnam, and China dominated in the
mid-1950s

* In the late 19905, adoptions from China were on a meteoric rise and mainstream
media coverage of elite urban “multicultural families”

*+ Girls outnumber boys in international adoptions due to the large number of
adopted girls from China. Overall, 64 percent of adopted children are girls and 36
percent are males,

* The United States adopts more children, not only internationally but also
domestically, than the rest of the world combined,

* 20008: In the television series The Sopranos, Christopher Moltisanti’s girlfriend,
Adriana, tells him that she may not be able to have children of her own,
Christopher despairs ol’hlvlng the “Moltisanti name™ end with him, Adriana
implores, “We could adopt,” to which he cries, “Yeah, that's great--some kid with
chinky eyes called Vlollhanlll He'd get his ass kicked every day!"

* International adoptions costs begin around $15,000 and can exceed over $40,000,
Adoptions to the U.S, have dropped nearly half since 2004, Decline is due to
rising regulations and growing sentiment in various countries.

* China: May 2007 instituted new rules for foreign adoptions; a single woman may
adopt a child but only a special needs child, they must sign an affidavit that she is
not homosexual. Foreigners who are morbidly obese or who have facial
deformities, taken antidepressants for serious mental disorders in the past two

years, blind appl those who have or a terminal disease are
prohibited from adopting.

* India: As of late 2000x Single women can adopt a boy or girl but single men
cannot adopt & girl.

+ Korean National Assembly in 2012 implemented the Special Adoption Law,
explicitly discourages sending children abroad. Under the law, birth mothers
must nurse babies for seven days before the child can be considered for adoption.
A mother may choose to revoke the adoption up to 6 months after her application
Nepal and Vietnam have halted or suspended adoptions to the U.S. because of

concerns involving kidnapping and corruption.

More Information on Adoption

+ Not many articles that | fourd had upndated on how the ehildren grew up t become who they are, snd i hey bad any conFlicting thoughts shout how society viewed them when they
wett 0wt with thelr family who were mont ikely white, And bow they saw themwe lves where siereutypes were coamon amongst many ity groum.

+ There have been mary articles from the past that maiely focused or the perspectives of the parents who have sdopted, but nit the children, Mary childrens who have been sdopied
fromm Asia bave ot truly bees sble o get their i o adoption.

+ “Vietsamese Orphan Adopted by Oswego Couple” i an exsmple of a newspaper article that was quite common daring the 1970s 1t shows bow many mix raced Viewamese childres
e unwasted, apecallychlden wh ar half k. Some people wanid 0 adoptchilden who were poductsof wat, 1 o i s ways et tht eclings of it Asd
many parents who have idopied internationally from Aian couniries wuch as Korea, Vietsam, Japan, snd Chin were asked to share theis expersences as parents o childnen of
ifferent ethniesty froem their own. [t there wasn's enogh articies or information about how the childres et Challenges of being brought oversem. st raised by people who

Sooked different from themselves

+ The journal, November 20, 1974: “Korean- Born, Now Al American Gil": Susan Manley was adopted ot elevens months oid. She bas 50 problems with taki
bertiage, but sbe woes herself as more of an American girl than Korean. While some of her other adopted Korean friends bave taken an interest & their Korean
brother di ot take much interest n their Koeean-news. This aticle wasa rare find evpecially fo the time period. It at Jast she was abie 0 tel her wory, and bopeful
‘adopters, social workers, part of the  that deals with imencgrants, and sebolars will deiter urderstand how the adopted chiidren themselves corme 1o theit ows.

+ Catholic Courler, June 27, 1996: “Couple sdopis Chinese baby gir”. Wayne and Beth Rood had wanted to adept for some time now, and when they saw the picture of Jade, & baby
Chinese gir!, they kniew she was the one. “The feelieg x that Asian children are sceepted i this culture™ has made thinigs eavier for the parents. No one toid them that it was weird for
a white couple to have un Asian chil. Whyne and Beth Rood eves noted that the Chinese caretakers thought Jade would be much becter off i the U.S. than China, becasse of the
wigma of Jade deing a girl

about ber

* There are various websites that do have adoptees share their stories, but mine will have combination of adoptees being able to share their wories, facts about adoption that will help
ental dopters and adopees beir uedentandthe processof sdopion "And people willbe bl o clck o ifset webwie ks the wii ke them o  fourney to frther (el
ledge sbout adopeioe.

o b

* Thia wbue hea potentiladoptrs wichadoplo, and ey qussions .m ey havs, ey o e o sk expecionced e Thers e ks s eguladons thet e o
countries, this porental adopiers need to have good information about the current adoptson pnh«- of different countr

o hip/feeny.ong

- Ths webshe s semed families with adopeed chikdren l\wn('hmlurmhaeunnmu ‘The families are able to connect with other familien who have adopsed from China, and get &
chance to learn, celebeate, and relate 1 others, This website shows me bow there are places where adopted children can gather, and celebrate with their fammities. That there are places

the adopeed o mdmmmmwmmmlm and thir parets will 1so b able 1 share thel sioen with other pases who have adopted fron all srcund the workd
o higp/www.asian eation org adopted s
+ This website has various daia and hmnry .m the adoption. of Asian children by foreign paries outside of Asia. And it discusses soeme of the probiems that the adopeees may have
thei identity is brought more into Light by their peers.




Tea Facilitates Subconscious and Physical Relationships
Tea travels worldwide from China to connect people to people

1770A.0. 2000A0.
Timeline: Tea History 'T‘mh-':‘ rm«m
479 A.D. 13681644 A.D, 1662 A.D. 1697 A.D. Passes, ends 3 b use
Turkish traders bargain All teas are easily found i~ 1589 A.D. 1610 A.D. Alcohol Teabegins  \ours javer Introduced
3000 B.C. 400600 for tea on the border of 618-907 A.D. China. The process of Europeanslearn  The Dutch bringback  cansumption being
Toa was discovared in ,f"‘ Mongolia Tea becomes a popular 729A. 960-1280 A.D. steeping whole tea leaves  about tea for the first reen tea from either  gaciines as a result  Cultivated and 1909 A.D.
China by Shen Nong Demand forteases drink In China as a The Japanese emperor  Chinese tea drinking and tea In cups or teapots becomes  time from a Venetian Japan or China and of tea’s increased  exported from Lipton begins his tea
medicinal beverage rises medicinal beverage. serves powdered tea technology is on the rise popular, traveler market it at a high price popularity Talwan market in NY

: I I 0 I
1422-1502 A.D.

648-749 A.D,

593 A.D. The Japanese tea ritual/ 1597 A.D. 1618 A.D. Late 1600s 1837 A.D.
:‘&Alv:u dictionary cites ::I:‘z‘llon and preparations  Buddhismandtea  Tea Is planted in Japanese astbimposedin oo b::?m:? ceremony, chanoyu s Tea is mentioned for Russian Czar ::ol):::’h m"‘,’,‘m Tea travels Major Samuel Shaw,
tea for the first time as steps become more defined  1oumey from China  Buddhist temple gardens and - China and The Classic of commonplece created that celebrates  the first time inan  Alexis refuses tea tsaand | across trades cargo for tea
£rh Yo to Jopan. consumed by high priests and  Tea Is written b the mundane aspects of  English translation  from Chinese  yeq traditions to [ ond Si
aristocrats., beverage, butnever ooy ifg, Ambessad Hons 10 1o scotland berle
regains its high soclal ssadors  NY

o MyMises saws s

Ing there has alawed me o learn the history of tea and haw the different varieties of
| went 1o China during " ”M Economics
# popular o Gong Fu tea. This practice made me S

ot water, but Instead It Jod 016 o @ path b /.\ . -

culture and cultural values linked between tea, the tea maker, and the tea drinker, | --.-
These experiences made e wonder, what else does tea have 1o offer? Therefore, as my final research project for my AAS Senior /0 Buddhism brought tea 10 connect -~
Sominae class, | decided to research how ates rolatianshios In four aspects: sairtual, socal, political, and econamics. Afer .
Tooking through many books, newspapers, and websites, | decided that my oy A while Confucianism .-7.
website that wil Invite prople to resd comic strips about el buid I all four wspects, ‘ \ promoted using tes as velued
websites on he ped and how tea s made throughout the world, | hope mine will be the first to - a way to be
have comics and Illnlvmnl 10 depict the active role tea plays between people to people. My target audience nciudes (bt is not of
Iimited to): tea connolsseurs, pecple Interested in students and teachers o~ Qs (=
wha study global and/or Asian history, and people who want to find a pesce ce of mind lu businessmen, lawyers, office workers,
wte) | plan to have my website known by having It sp: Clhw the word of mouth, through socal media, l‘l:‘l::ﬁ ""l“ o i
Hawns, etc) On my website, | hope to receive through & ApErecate the present, the new.
w0 your friend wil bl o stronge bond theough the oy (12 91, vk (4%, aned

camments section 5o that | can further imarove and develop my website in the future. mmmw;::mwlu eptrerss tnd Dreughismmerieation, Garrmamy (1 3%

art, drama, song, Identity,
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Davye,
gratitude to one's parents {in weddings).
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Chinatown in Havana, Cuba

Process
Immigration has always been an important toplc of discussion, even more 5o In the last few years, The
United States has widely been recognized as & melting pot of different cultures coexisting together. Although
Latin America Is also a region with many diverse cultures, this diversity often goes unrecognized. My goal for
this research project was to examine three Latin American cultures and the Asian communities that live in
these areas. | first began my research by consulting with professor Christoff about the subject, and she
provided me with plenty of ideas and resources, She suggested | contact MOCA(the Museum of Chinese In
America) in order to see If they would be able to provide me with information, | was able to find three oral
Interviews from Aslan Latinos this way. | created a bibliography for my meeting with professor Molly Higgins,
and she was able to help me narrow down my research. With the Information | compiled, | will be making an
interactive website where people can learn more abut the Aslan Latino population in Latin America,
particularly Peru, Cuba and (M Dominican Republic. Using scholarly articles, books, oral histories and
census d this research about the immigrant population In Latin America.
Duo 1o a different cultural movlcm. Aslan Latino population greatly differs the Aslan American population.

Website Proposal
When researching this subject, | noticed that there were few online resources avallable that offered any

Information. A quick google search showed me that there was no website which offered information on Aslan
Latinos. With the information | complled, | will be making an interactive website where people can learn more
about the Asian Latino population in Latin America, particularly Peru, Cuba and the Dominican Republic. The
website will be in both English and Spanish and it will feature a forum that will allow Asian Latinos and anyone

else Interested to Interact and exchange information. It will feature a map with important historical

landmarks and locations related to the Asian community in these regions as well as a compiled list of

upcoming events featuring the Asian community. In order to provide people with some additional

background information, the website will also have the history of Asian in Peru, The

Republic and Cuba.

| offer my sincerest gratitude to my seminar professor, Peggy Christof, for all the valuable adve she has Imparted on me i the arocess of this
| Drsect and troughout th yeus. | woukd s ek theck Mcky g for directing me towards valuable material and helping me with my
of Chinese in the stalf for always being belaful curirg my research process.

The Asian Latino Experience

The assimilation of Asian immigrants in Latin American culture

Arianny Santana
Research

The Asian population is one of the largest immigrant population in Latin America. Chinatowns, or Barrio Chinos as they are known in Spanish, exist in
various Latin American countries where there is a particularly large Asia population. In my research, | will be examining the Asian immigrant
population in three Latin American countries; Peru, the Dominican Republic and Cuba. In my research, | analyze the history of Asian immigrants in
these regions as well as how these communities interact with the local population. By doing so, | hope to gain a better understanding of the Asian
Latino community in Latin America and their assimilation to Latin American culture.

‘\\ Stony Brook University

In the 2010 census, It was calculated
that the Chinese population consisted
approximately

2 . Of the total migrant population in the
Dominican Republic, with the total
Aslan population being approximately

9.8 96

In a study conducted on the migrant
population between 1994 and 2013,
the National Institute of Statistics and
Informatics (INEI) of Peru found that:
Chinese are the second largest
migrant population in Peru with

Chinatown in Lima, Peru

Historical Background

The Aslan population in Latin America grew exponentially during the end of the coolie era and the end of
slavery In many Latin American countries. | examined the Chinese and Japanese migration in the Dominican
Republic, Cuba and Peru In particular, Between 1847 and 1874, approximately 142,000 Chinese coolies were
Iimported to Cuba. As Is the case for many other countries who received Chinese coolles, the majority were
men, These men were promised Those who survived the voyage were faced with harsh working conditions
and small wages. In Peru, Chinese coolies began arriving in 1849 after the Peruvian government passed a law

encouraging the Importation of Chinese coolies as a source of labor, In contrast, he Dominican Republic

didn’t have a mass migration of Chinese immigrants instead arriving from neighboring countries.

Similar to the Chinese, the Japanese population arrived to Cuba near the end of the coolie era when there
was a demand for labor, The majority of the migrants were from the Okinawa region In Japan, many arriving

during the early 1900s all the way to the 1940s. Many arrived to Cuba as a way to migrate to the United

States, due to the strict migration laws in the United States. Between 1924 and 1925 the Japanese

population in Cuba peaked with almost 200 migrants arriving per year. The statistics of the Japanese migrant

population in the years leading up to WWII are unclear, with numbers varying from 600 to 1000 migrants
arriving per year. In the Dominican Republic, the Japanese migrant population didn’t arrive until after WWil

when the president at the time, Rafael Trujillo, negotiated with Japan to allow the migration of Japanese

farmers and fishermen. Japanese migrants arrived to the Dominican Republic in 1956. Many Japanese

migrants ended up leaving the Dominican Republic due to the unfavorable living conditions, an unstable

and the s fallure to fulfill the promises they made to the migrant. In

1961192 only 276 remained of the 1,319 migrants that arrived, although the numbers did rise during the

1970s onward.

Personal Narratives- what’s in a name?

The Chino-Latino project, conducted by the Museum of Chinese In America (MOCA) in the late 1990s,
featured the stories of Chinese Latinos from various Latin American countries. | focused on the oral histories
from Cuba, Peru and the Dominican Republic and was able to find three oral histories | felt gave a better
insight on the Chinese Latino narrative. The interviewees were Aurora Len, a Chinese Cuban, and Julio Chan
Sanchez and Fablana Chiu, both Chinese Peruvian. Through the interviews, | gained a better understanding of
the Chinese in these Latin and their history. The three people interviewed
also discussed how they Integrated into Latino culture and what parts of their Chinese culture they retained.
All three interviewees adapted parts of Latino culture, such as adopting the popular religion in Peru and Cuba,
speaking Spanish for the most part and eating the local food. In Fabiana Chiu’s family, they all had Catholic
weddings. Despite this, they managed to incorporate their Chinese heritage by celebrating holidays like
Chinese New Years, speaking Chinese dialects at home and often eating Chinese food. The Chinese
communities in these countries are very tight knit, a large portion of the Chinese population residing in the
Chinatowns of these countries. Although the Chinese communities didn’t close themselves off from the local
population, there was a pressure to marry within their own race. In the case of Fablana Chiu and Julio
Sanchez, both were told to be distrustful of Peruvians. Fablana Chiu began to perceive she was different
during her college years, when she would be called “Chi-na” by people. The term “Chi-na” means Chinese, but

on 12.1 9% when directed at Chinese Latinos like Aurora it connotes that she is an outsider in her own home, even if Peru

W iped Joct of Asian and Asian American Studies in And of the natural 'd " P is the only country she’s ever known. This separation continued after Chiu moved to the United States, where

v v o ughout the years, nd of the naturalize “ et ih Feru the local Latis in her neigt treated her as an outsider even though she spoke Spanish
39 9% like them and shared a similar culture.
are Aslan
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Detecting and Defeating Stereotypes of Asian Women in Western Film

Department of Asian and Asian American Studies, Stony Brook University

History

Where did these stereotypes come from?

* Starting in 1882, there has been many types of legislature passed to prevent Chinese immigration
Into the United States.

+  These Chinese immigrants would take the lowest form of employment for basic survival, They

started by bullding the American railroad system, mining for gold in California, and then started
whi

their own busis In small Asian

ich were mainly or dry cleaners.

This triggered a negative re

ponse in the home grown American population and the theory surfaced

that these Immigrants are taking jobs away from these Americans. Violence broke out when
Americans started destroying these Asian businesses thus crushing Aslan families that built their

homes in America.

As & result, the racist ideal of the *Yellow Peril” surfaced which focused on the Aslan community

destroying traditional principles in the West. Many images of Asian people with yellow skin, buck
teeth, and crooked bodies surfaced to humiliate the Aslans out of soclety.

How did this influence Asian women?

+ Female Avan characters
were usualy one

* Aot of roles that were for female Asian

time, they

background race fller to cast the lliusion of diversty.
0 by Asian actresses. Ths Is consls

form of white-washing and @iscouraged Asian performers from pursuing roles in movies.

Mary Pickford In Poor Uttle Rich Girl, 1917

The Incredible Case of Miyoshi Umek!

The Life of o Japanese woman who changed American Cinema

1020 108

Miyosh! Urek] was born 1929 1n
Mobkaido, Janse. She started 10 play
Instruments when she was o git nd by
the age of 6 she lnarmad haw 1o play the
mandain, harmonica and pano

1955 1957
She decided 10 become  rghichb singer
4n s Lot o tadent scout beought her
10 New York City. She was & supporting |
charactes i the critically acdaimed movie
Sayonara. She won an Oscar for Best
Supporting Actress.

10691972
Uenekl was 00 3 talevivion show calied *The
Courtship of Eddie's Fathar”, She played a5

nominated Golden Glabe foe 1his
pertormance

19503055

After Woeld War 1| she traveled wih an
U5, Armry G2 Jac Band in Japan a5
“Nancy Umeki” and was the fest to

10681961

Aot fim, she went 10 Broadway and
sanred In Flower Onum Song she played
2 Ohinase Immigrant. She was o 3

| cover of Time” Magarne® while
appesring 00 Broadway. Umenl was
roemnated for & Tony Award for Dast
Leading Actrens in o Macal

19722007
S anded har carnes 10 focus on hee
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Did you know?
The mowke Saayonara beoke many boundarses in the USA, including the
"

3 white porson. This was breaking the taboo of “sleeping with the
eneeny” in which this movie acts more with erotic and racist
undertones that questions the post WWII mindset against peopie of

n

By Karla Bohaty

Why this is important?

Stereotypes in film are condults for racism. Aslan females in America are observing thy

d relate,

This leads to an identity crisis which these women have to handle everyday. The standards in uurdx lo beauty in the media for Asian

Clear and light skinned
Straight perfect black hair
Impeccable fashion sense

Many women find it very difficult to fill this mold of as
sends a messaj

\wan woman in America. By allowing these stereotypes to be perpetuated it
10 all Aslan women that these ideals are necessary 1o fit into soclety. The stereotypes greatly harm Asian women; in

@ study from 2007 it was concluded that Amerikan native Asian females had the highest rate of suicidol thought than the general
American population. This trend can be fought by educating and eliminating the frequency and amount of stereotypes to hopefully
destroying them altogether. A subject like this is often ignored or pushed aside because it Is universally deemed as not Important. The

amount of Aslan women Is steadily increasing in America, so by educating and the
generation can ensure a brighter future for Asian women,

Population In the United States from 2013 Census

f these this

The population census of Aslan women in America in 2013 was 5,14 million and is estimated to Increase to 7.8 million in 2050.

Al of the pictures above are Lucy Liu from the movie Charlie’s Angels.
In this movie she portrays many of the stereotypes for Aslan women as a
satire.

“I wish people wouldn’t just see
‘me as the Asian girl who beots
everyone up, or the Asion girl with
no emotion.” -Lucy U

How can | spread the word?

The “Female Eastern Stereotype Identification & Demolition” website
F.ESLD Is an interactive experience that guides users through the past and present examples of
stereotypes. These models will also teach users how to pInPoint each stereotype. Learning is the main
#0al of F.E.5.1.0. and will serve as a tool for classes and casual users as well. The website hopes to host
a variety of different utilities to help analyze and ascertain meanings of the typecasts including:

* Mix and Match character to stereotype games

Video examples

Unks to modern support groups.

Interactive history timelines

Colorful Images accompanying most text

Testimonials from female Asian actresses

Information on male Asian typecasting

Fill in the blank and memory test games

Interaction is the best way to teach. First time users will exit the website enbghtened and educated.

How is this website different than others?

In addition to the methods of teaching available in this website, there are community based aspects

as well, The future holds potential to collect more statistics on the topic, and by utlizing the website’s
features, a steady flow of material will add more data on this subject. F.E.5.).0. will host features like:
Polls of user opinion to discuss offensiveness of each stereotype

Ablog thread for further discussion on personal experiences

Option to submit materials to enrich the website

Community of empathetic readers

Lasy access 10 1ign up for soclal activiem

Original artwork featured by people effected by this subject

To ensure our community of users obtain the best experience there will also be a comments section
on the “Contact Us” page. It will be regularly monitored 1o avoid unwanted and offensive subject
matter. We plan 10 spread the message in commercials, talk shows, video blogs, and by attending
equality rallies. We wish to extend our services to libraries, universities, schools, and separate
communities of online activist blogs. There will also be lesson plan progosals avallable to view as well.

How you can help
By questioning these typecasts it will start a chain reaction to
observe the media mare closely. This thinking will begin to
Influence television, literature, and music. Talk and reach out to
people In close circles 1o start the movement. One person can
unwnhcummm-mww-m By

d s the start to
changing the way the media portrays Asian women.

Professor Peggy Christoff

Mercedes Bohaty

James Chichester

Kathieen Rothberg

Molly Higgns
The class of AAS 401.501, 2015
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How Does the Ideal Concept of Beauty Influence Asian Interest in
Cosmetic Orthodontics?

Why do we smile? In what ways do Asians value beauty, and how does this differ from the West?

The eastern and western hemispheres are different in various
aspects but the most recognizable is the ideal concept of
beauty. The aesthetic differences between America and Japan
is vividly displayed as American women obsess more over
their body image while Japanese women obsess more over
their  faces. However, postwar Japan had people
conceptualized beauty and style that was used for self and
cultural identifications. For example, Japan valued more
straight eyes and flat eyelids in previous generations while
contemporary Japan prefers larger eyes and thinner nose
bridges after postwar Americanization. This is Important
bocause the postwar era placed Japan in a mixed beauty
soclety.

There are also differences between the American and
Japanese in terms of relating faclal expressions to Inner
emotions, For example, unlike Americans, the Japanese tend
to focus emotions in their eyes rather than their mouth.
Therefore, this is one of the key reasons why they do not smile
as much. One interesting fact is that the Japanese laugh at
funerals Instead of showing sorrow. Laughter is reserved for
very special occasions and has no relation to joy. Smiling is
used to conceal real feelings.

One-third of Americans do not receive sufficient dental care.
Access to dental care is limited as many practices tend to
have disproportionate presence throughout suburbs and inner
cities. Indirect consequences of dental care include:

+  transportation
*  language barriers
+  missing class time

As a result, children without dental care are less likely to
smile, which also directly with their self

In Japan however, since everyone is entitled to insurance that
covers medical and dental care, women are more likely to
further alter their teeth as opposed to the regular straight
teeth. Yaeba teeth (protruding fangs) is one example.
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the centuries. Enlarged images are focuses of their orthodontic appearances

Recent dental aesthetics encouraged people to have whiter teeth and perform orthodontic surgeries to make teeth straight. White teeth was once regarded as
ghoul-like, therefore the traditional Japanese blackens their teeth, However, the formula of the soot can actually prevent mutant streptococel (dental decay).
This idea of aesthetics in Japanese society might have an unexpected benefit for oral health. Yaeba teeth, where Japanese women disarrange their canines to
look like protruding fangs, became popular in Japan, which represented youthfulness. The crooked canines alludes to baby teeth and it is a fixation of youth. In

comparison o the American ideal of white, straight teeth, the Japanese find yaeba teeth even more attractive and sets this as an ideal for beauty.

1774

1921

There was an experiment done to find out the history behind
smiles and its relations to trustworthiness. This experiment
called for Jap. and A men 54
American and 69 Japanese men) to smile; and random
people rated their smiles on levels of trustworthiness. The
result supports the reason why the Japanese do not smile as
much as compared to American men. For instance, the
people who rated trustworthiness thought that when looking
at the upper parts of the face, the Japanese looked more
trustworthy but when looking at the lower parts of the face,
the Americans looked more trustworthy.

In the last 30 years, a big part

In the United States,
one's faclal expression
(smiling) is a #1

indicator of beauty

are not afrald of the dentist
anymore

Americans focused on
function rather than
standards of beauty

‘ mmumummmmmmnu
trying to compare the differences m

Art mmmmm@n

. mnm.m mmhum
v however, In that it focuses more on detalls in teeth
structures In addition to actual smiles

Display in
YouTube - Beauty tips
Bt | [ pne
< Appoarance

Please refer to my
handout and research
paper

There are also significant cultural differences that
contributed to contrasting in smiles and emotions. Records
indicated a westerner, Isabella Bird, discussed the bias in
painting done by Japanese artists. It states that this lack of
consonance is a comparison between the faces of elegant
females by artists in prints and the same faces in real life.
However, the way the Japanese mask themselves in later
eras proves their own cosmetic mystique. Levels of social
classes in Japan have also been linked to the displays of

certain exp: For ple, people with
higher tend to be expi and would only
smile for social ap; while A of all

social classes smnle lof me pure emotion of happiness.
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Japan's View on Multiracial Japanese: Past and Present
Department of Asian and Asian American Studies, SUNY Stony Brook

By Chris Vanek

Hafu in Public Eye Residency Interracial Marriage

Left, A Japanese youth
fashion magazine a
called "Seventeen"”.
On the cover is two
hafu as models for
the company.

RS

Below, Ariyana Miyamol &

Miss Japan for the 2015 Miss Ummu oonml

After the Second World War ended, many soldiers
were stationed in Japan and many found Japanese
partners,

Soldiers stationed in Japan would eventually return
back home or stay in Japan.

Those who returned home, their Japanese partners
would be left alone and sometimes with a child to care
for.

Many children would be left for dead.

Those who grew up, they would experience racial
prejudice, bullying, and other rejections.

Their future would become sub-par.

Some would also get killed just for being hafu, or
commit suicide.

Something that still happens today.
As laws have changed, it is more common for people

to bring their Japanese partner home or stay with their
partner.

An overall increasing trend of foreigners residing in Japan.

International marriage has also had an increasing trend over the years
in Japan.

Many Japanese are now marrying more and more foreign partners.
Chinese are among the top international marriage partners.

Koreans and Americans are also one of the top marriage partners for
Japanese spouses.

According to a set of interviews by a Youtuber ThatJapaneseMan Yuta,
reasons for Japanese women to date foreign men are that they are
more kind, allow women to “go” first, and other features that Japanese
men do not have.

Japanese Men on the other hand would date foreign women mostly for
their appearance and would consider marriage with them.

Many servicoman
after the Second

World Wasr had
dificulty bringing
ther wives back
homa, of thew
marage to be
recognized

I

In 2013, Kimie Oshima several hafu ina
project called “The Rainbow Project”.

A specific case study on hafu which examined how they view
themselves in Japanese society.

were, their
feel about themselves.

The author found that students in this study fit into 3 main groups.

When children, most participants did not notice themselves as any
different from other children.

In school, they would then notice that they are “different” from other
students.

This would often lead to bullying and discrimination, both “good and
bad".

their school life, and how they

As they would get older, they would learn to accept themselves and who
they are into adulthood.

As Japan has become more globalized, Japanese people now admire
both foreigners and hafu as having “advantages” in society.

International Marriages in Japan
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Source 2013 Vital STatstcs report issued by the Manstry of Meath, Labor
and Weltwe nippon.

Ths graph shows nd marriages in Japan from 1992 until
2013 1mwhuylhnlmw-lmm-ummummWﬂzwm and then this trend

10 deckne for unknown reasons until 2013, The green bars represent the marriages where one
person Is a foreign natonal The red Ine Indicates the ratio of international marrages 1o he total number of
marriages in Japan. These two graphs are both following semviar patterns, where Mere is an Increase and a
decrease baginning at 2008

Foreign Residents in Japan
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This gragh shows a general increase of foreign reskients in Japan from 2000 unté 2014,

However, this graph does show a dip within the number of residants between the years of 2010 and
2012 where it begins 10 Increase again. Ths could be due to any number of reascns unknown. Most
Iikely. the Tohcku earthquake in 2011. Tha numbers do begin to Increase again from 2012 onward and
I8 expected 10 further ncrease Nis year.

Website Proposal

| helc an interview with a Story Brook Student. Philippe Kimura-
Thollarder.

He is half Japanese and haif Swedish and was rased in New York.
In 8¢hool, he nolticed that other students were interested in he fact
Ihat he was a “mix". Not so much that he was “Japanese” or
“Swedish”

His parents wouki teach hem aspects of thewr culture and he also
atterded a Japarese ‘anguage schoo

ALhome. he would expenence mostly a “Japanese’ life  Japarese
food. language, eic.

He has bean 10 Japan several tmes and plans to visit the country in
the future.

On occasion when he was in Japan, If he were 10 speak 10 someone
Peopie may have iried 1o speak back 1o hm in English.

He fourd it anroying even though he can speak Japarese.
Overall, he does feel that he is more Japanese than Swedish.

Today, more hafu are being born and living in Japan.

Many still do face from other
and some are finding success in today's world.

Even finding traditional work can be a challenge for

them due to their appearance.

In Japan today, you will see several hafu as the model
in mag: personalities,
etc.

“Successful” hafu are, Ariana Miyamoto, who was
selected to be Miss. Japan in the 2015 Miss. Universe
contest.

When she was selected, she received a lot of
backlash for the decision. Many people stated things
that she is “not Japanese®, or that she “does not
represent Japan®. Ms. Miyamoto would tumn these
negative words into positive motivation to help inspire
her.

In the music industry, lan Herman is finding success
with rap music.

When he was a child, he tumed to music to help get
over the hatred he would receive.

Many are finding very successful careers.
Of course, there is still backlash towards hafu today.

| intend to use this research in the creation of a website to inform people how hafu are seen in
Japan. The people interested in this website would be people who are or planning to live in
Japan, planning to or are married to a Japanese partner, hafu, or people interested in the
subject. So far, there does not see to be a completed website that discusses this information in
full. There are various articles, videos, journals, about this topic. The design of the website itself
will have a “Home" page and a navigation bar across the top allowing easy navigation. This will
include topic pages of “History", “Hafu Today", "Multimedia® and possible other topics related to
the project. To get this website out in the open, | will create social media accounts via Twitter,
Facebook, Youtube, etc. To see how successful this website is will be determined by the social
media accounts. The more “hits” the website gets, the more successful it is.
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The Analysis of Code Mixing for Chinese Students

in the United States

Chao Wang

Department of Asian and Asian American Studies, SUNY Stony Brook

- -

Code Mixing is “the ion from using I
units (words, phrases, clauses, ¢tc.) of one Imguage to
using those of another within a single sentence™.
by Sridhar and Sridhar

P Sy

Stakcholder

* Linguists

* Rescarcher

+ Linguistics Deparument

*  Asian and A_unn Amcnc-n Studaes W

. People who are i

* Chinese

* People who are interesting the code mixing or code
switching

* People who are interesting the opinions of the young
Chinese generation

The existing topics about code mixing

Kinds of Code Mixing
. Differences b ®:de mixing and code

To undwlnnd how Chinese students use “code
this type of
changes theu views of themselves and the way others
see them, | will be lallng the following interview
with 10 Qme-a lean stude: interviews
will be d with 8! at di in

St S e e

198,

First, 1 will ask basic biographical information.
Tbcn 1 will ptov -otne eomlnon ways Chinese
use i and

my interviewer about lhar u.ngc of these phrases.
anlly. through open-ended questions. 1 will ry 10
learn how the students view themselves and how they
mmkm::swewthcmwhanhcymwln “code
mixing.™

e Ctie g = T Ut S T = S

The top £ popular cemmen code miting the Chinese students sses
English in every coaversation are all about the topic in the school’s
work
= T0% students believe when they use code miving in Chios, people

Jook st them in » negative way.
= T0%- S0% students Jove to use code mixing with their

Samsses schoolmates, off-campes in the United States.

S — * There is no one believe that people look =t them in & cortain way

When you are in China and use code mixing, do you
think people look at you in a certain way, either
Positively or Negatively?

when they use code miving phrases in the United States.
——— = There is no one believe that they will use code mixing phrases with
their parents or other relstives.
* There is no one believe that use code mixing phrases expresses
thelr sdentity.
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TALKING
ABOUT
AMERICA

22 million Chinese people wanted to live in the United States.
According to a report on April 23, 2012 from Gallup website, which was America's oldest and
most authoritative polisters, approximate 22 million Chinese people in the main land wanted to

Immigrate to the US, and this number of population ranked in the first in the world.

Countries from which the most migrants to the United States would likely

Danglacesh | ——
0 —
HEE S | ————————————]

Millien of adults

coine

0 ) 10 15 0 2

31% International students in U.S. are from China;

85% investor immigrants are from China

The number of Chinese students had reached 274,439 in 2014, which accounted for 31% of all
International students in the U.S.

Wealthy Chinese people started joining in the EB-5 program after it allowed foreigners outside
of America to do Investment, So Chinese people Invested at least $500,000 and then applied
for Investor Immigrant visa (EB-Svisa) to live in U.S. as soon as they provided jobs for ten

Americans, In 2014, Chinese nationals accounted for 85.4% of the EB-5 visas issued.

College Tuition in U.S, and China, " Tvton In US. collar/year
U.S. private college fee for Internations! N ————
US. public college foe for international =

Chinese private college foe

Chinese college fee

0 10000 20000 30000 40000 50000 60000

Limited Channels
Even with the big curiosity and passion about living In the United States, the existing channels
that allow Chinese people to get a comprehensive understanding of the United States are still

very limited,

Resources from family and agencies

Basically, Chinese people rely on their family members or relatives who have been living in the
United States to learn America or to decide whether to Immigrate in the U.S.. The other ways
were offered by different agencies in the mainland, which helped people with the processes of
applying American schools or EB-5 visa, Neither way can provided Chinese a deep and full
understanding of American life because such reviews from relatives are often tainted by
personal perceptions while agencies only provide the best perception of the US to ensure they
sustain a growth In customer base.

Reference:

1. http://news.163.com/12/0423/14/7VPIDHENOOO14JBS. html 2. http://www.lle.org/Services/Project-Atlas/United-States/International-Students-In-US 3. http://news.ifeng.com/a/20150519/43786331_0.shtml
6. http://www.cnadtop.com/focusNews/2015/8/17/c697¢399-4541-4d0d-88b6-7¢522597b2fe.htm

5. http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/chinese-Immigrants-united-statestimmigration%20Pathways

“Talking about America” is a Chinese website that helps Chinese people enhance their understanding of what it is like to live in
the United States. The websites will have an own talk show and scholarly articles. The target audience is the Chinese people who
have curiosities of American life. Audience will learn more about the U.S. in the aspects they are interested in, which include
American educational system, job market, food regulation and so on, through an interactive feedback collection system.

What are the features of my website?

1. Talk Show:
A Scholarly team from Asian and American Studies cooperate with TV production

team

The trump card of my website is a talk show. For avoiding experientialism and subjectivity of the content in our talk show, a
scholarly team will cooperate with a famous production team. As the brain trust, who are from the fields of Aslan and
American Studies in China and United States, they will provide the foundational knowledge and analyze of each episode’s
content, Therefore, the audience will be guaranteed that they can learn the most through our medium, while simultaneously
enjoying the production for it'll have elements of a comical talk show as well.

2, Scholarly Articles:
Articles will broaden the perspectives for audience after talk show

Our website regulation team will be responsible of posting the articles of our scholars In the relevant topics so that the
audience can not only watch but also read about their topics of interest to further broaden their perspective,

3. Interactive feedback system:

The website will consider audience’ opinions to determine our content
The regulation team will run a feedback system to collect what kind of topics the audience is particularly curious about. This
will allow us to determine our future topics for the talk show based on statistical demand.

4, Customizable website:

What audience can see is all what they care

The regulation will work on the design of the website and will ensure that its aspects are customizable to the preference of
each individual audience member, For example, from the first tab of our website, each individual could select a specific field
he or she s interested in from a wide range. If the education field s selected, the relevant episodes of the talk show and
various blogs or articles In this particular aspect will pop out.

1. Small “lecture” by host 2. Adi the repr tives from China and
us.

In each 30 minute episode, the host will The host will lead a discussion in each episode. The guests who join the

Introduce the basic background based on discussion usually represent China and U.S. respectively. In this case, it Is

the topics. Gao Xiaosong Is expected as the Iimperative that they have relevant experience to the subject of the

host of our talk show because he has had episode. For example, in the first three episodes, the show will focus on the

three years experience of working for Xiao universities in the two countries. Chinese students and teachers who have

Song Pedia and has positive influence on experienced living in the U.S. will be invited to have discussion with

the audience interested in learning about representatives from Chinese universities. Through this discussion, the

the US.. Chinese audience will learn more about the U.S, by comparing the
environment in the two countries.

A comparison of existing project

A existing talk show which has five million audience rating in each episode
Since March 16,2012, a talk show named “Xlaoshuo” (now named as "Xiao Song
Pedia®) showed up on Chinese internet to Chinese audience. This talk show has
been uploaded nearly 160 episodes by December 2015, introducing Chinese
people basic ideas about what s it like to live in US. The relevant topics included:
structure of American living consumption; film industry and its influence in Los
Angeles; discrimination In Texas and so on. Averagely, every episode was watched
five million times by Chinese audience. Despite Its success, Xiao Song Pedia has Atak show, Xieo Song Pedie
several deficiencies In terms of providing a full understanding about American life

since Its very limited within the constraints of a typical talk show. On the other

hand, my website will be based off consideration given to the flaws of Xiao Song

Pedia In order to provide the best service possible,

‘\\‘ Stony Brook

University
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Sisi Chen

A family of a class Or a free individual?

In China every student has a fixed class for their whole college life. Each class usually has
around 45 students, and students within same class are from the same major. For example,
If your major is AAS, then your classmates in that class are all majoring in AAS.

You will not only have the four-year same lectures with the whole classmates, but also you
will be arranged to live with them together. Usually each four students from the a class live
in the same dorm room by gender. They are expected to stay with each others for the entire
college life. Therefore, students often build strong relationship with their classmates and

roommates based on this situation. And this relationship is called as the strongest one in

'

Chinese opinion, ~

In the United States, class management system does not work in Chinese way. In America,
each student will not have a class until he or she has a course. And the classmates in that
course can come from all other majors in a university. When the course ends, that class will

(s) are often random picked, not from the class or

di . , one’s
your major peers.

As a result, Chinese International students, who are used to stay with a group of people,
might feel lost in American college life. Especially for those Chinese students who do not
have good social abilities, it will be harder for them to make friends without having a fixed
classmates and roommates. On the other hand, in Chinese parents opinion, this

Il tinUS. is 1o exercise Y.

Other topics in following episodes:

The relationship between teachers and students;

The grading system in colleges;

The different value of the purposes for education in China and U.S.

09 + &3 + Shome > 2billion internet users

The copy right of talk show will sell to | QIYI company. | QIYI is China’s largest genuine video
library, which has 2 billion users in China. Playing out our talk show in IQIYI will help us increase
our audience volume. Afterward, for the the most efficient and outreaching effect of advertising
our website itself, we will have accounts in the two most popular Chinese social media. One is Sina
Weibo and the other is Wechat. According to China Internet Network Information Center (CNNIC),
by May 2014, 65% of Chinese Internet usage was by the users of Wechat. Weibo is primarily used
by individuals to keep up with the recent events in the lives of Chinese celebrities. Therefore,
these media will provide us a cheap but efficient medium for advertising our talk show.

Once the talk show achieves the success and has a good audience rating, a satisfactory income will

come by advertisers. With this income, it is realizable to run our three major teams.

4. hitp://news.163.com/12/0209/01/7PPKMB7S00014MTN. htmi
7. hitp://www.iqlyl.com/a_19rrgifngp. htmifivirm=2-3-0-1 8. http://www.199it com/archives/293315 html




